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Report of the 27" Session of the
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities

1. Introduction

1. The twenty-seventh session of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities
(CCSA) was held in New York on 7 March 2016 on the margin of the 47™ session of the United
Nations Statistical Commission. The session was chaired by one of the two Co-Chairs of the
Committee Mr. Pietro Gennari, Chief Statistician and Director, Statistics Division, of FAO in
absence of the second co-chair, Ms. Martine Durand, Chief Statistician and Director, OECD
Statistics Directorate, who participated by phone. The agenda, documents presented and the list of
participants of the present session are attached as Annexes I, II and III, respectively.

II. Work of the CCSA Session

A. Welcome and adoption of the agenda

2. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda, deleting the item “Other business” (see
Annex I).

B. Indicator framework for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda

3. The Committee received an oral update by UNSD on the SDG indicator framework,

which will be considered by the Statistical Commission this week.
Conclusions

4. The Committee thanked UNSD for the briefing. It pointed to the strong contribution of
CSSA members to the work of the IAEG-SDGs and reiterated its readiness to play an active role
as observers in the deliberations of the High Level Group as agreed by the Commission at its 46th
session. Against this background, the Committee decided to go ahead with submitting joint
statements on the “Report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development
Goals” and the “Report of the High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity
Building” (see also section C) at the UNSC.

C. Preparation of the 47™ Session of the UN Statistical Commission
5. The Committee decided at its 26™ Session to work on joint statements for the 47™ session
of the Statistical Commission for the following agenda items and subsequently identified lead

organizations and contributors for each as follows:

* item 3 (a) Data and indicators for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development



Document E/CN.3/2016/2 Report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable
Development Goals (Lead agency: FAO, in cooperation with AfDB and UNEP)

« item 3 (a) Data and indicators for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Document E/CN.3/2016/3 Report of the High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination
and Capacity Building (Lead agency: UNSD, in cooperation with AfDB, UNEP and
UNHABITAT)

« item 3 (c) Big data for official statistics; Document E/CN.3/2016/6 Report of the Global
Working Group of Big Data for Official Statistics (Lead agency: ITU and Eurostat, in
cooperation with AfDB and UNEP)

6. The lead agencies with other volunteer organizations prepared the three drafts for joint
CCSA statements contained in SA/2016/2.

Conclusions

7. CCSA agreed that the Co-Chairs will deliver all joint statements on behalf of the CCSA as
planned. The standard introduction for the joint statements was amended. The Co-Chair (FAO)
was mandated to finalise the three joint statements in line with the discussions and to distribute
them to the CCSA in the afternoon of the same day for comments. The final version of the three
statements, which reflected the comments received, are contained in annex iv.

D. Principles Governing International Statistical Activities

8. FAO and UNWTO introduced document SA/2016/3 containing a final draft for the
revision of the good practices that accompany the Principles Governing International Statistical
Activities.

Conclusions

0. The Committee agreed in principle to adopt the document but also decided to allow for
one more round of comments by 31 March 2016. FAO and UNWTO, with the help of the
secretariat, will then finalize the document and update the good practices, which will be posted on
the website.

E. CCSA multi-year programme

10. The Chair introduced the draft questionnaire contained in SA/2016/3 and invited
comments. It was agreed to add “Cost structures of statistical outputs™ to the list of proposed
topics following the discussion under agenda item 7 (see section G. para. 15). It was also
proposed to ask for an indication whether an activity should be carried out as a one-off event or
over several sessions with a well-defined output such as a set of guidelines or a publication.

Conclusions



11.  The Committee endorsed the questionnaire as amended and requested the Co-Chairs to
implement the survey before the summer, so the final results can be discussed at the CCSA
meeting in September in Paris.

F. CCSA terms of reference

12. The Chair introduced the agenda item stressing that in light of the growing number of
CCSA members, there was an increasing need for effective coordination in the context of the
2030 Agenda. The Committee, which was established in 2002, last reviewed its terms of reference
in 2008.

Conclusions

13. The Committee agreed to form a Task Team to reflect upon the main goals of the
Committee. Task Team members should be representative of the current membership, i.e.
longstanding and new members; UN and non-UN organizations. Members were invited to
express their interest in participating in the Task Team. The Task Team will complete its report
before the summer. Based upon the Task Team’s report, the Co-Chairs will make suggestions on
how to amend the Committee’s terms of reference at the September CSSA meeting in Paris.

G. Cost structures of statistical outputs

14.  Eurostat presented its current work on measuring/estimating the costs of statistical
production. During the discussion various members shared their experience in the area of cost-
benefit analysis of producing official statistics.

Conclusions

15. The Committee thanked Eurostat for the very relevant and interesting presentation and
invited Eurostat to present the final results of its work in due course. The Committee also decided
to include the topic in its survey for the multi-year programme (see item E).

H. Use of non-official data

16. The ECB introduced the proposed CCSA publication on the use of non-official data
(SA/2016/6) which was developed as a follow up to the Q2014 and invited members to submit
additional contributions by the end of April.

Conclusions

17. The Committee welcomed the initiative by the ECB and invited the ECB to finalize the
publication before the 28" session of the Committee in September 2016.

L. Q2016

18. UNWTO briefed the Committee on the preparations of the CCSA session at the Q2016 to
be held in Madrid on 3 June 2016. The session was accepted by the organizers and scheduled for
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3 June. UNWTO indicated that the session was unfortunately only 90min long, so presentations at
the session will have to be very brief and focussed.

J. Agenda and dates of the 28" session of the Committee

19.

The Committee confirmed that its 28" session will be hosted by OECD in Paris from 29-

30 September 2016. Based on the discussion and decisions at the current session, the agenda for
the 28™ session will include the following items:

- CCSA multi-year programme (survey results); report by the co-chairs

- CCSA terms of reference; report by the co-chairs based on the conclusions of the Task Team.

- Use of non-official data (publication); report by ECB

- Preparation of the 48" session of the UN Statistical Commission

- Any other business

K. Actions to be taken by the Committee

Action Lead Agency | Participating Deadline Output
Agencies
1. Preparation of the 47th Co-Chairs - 7 March 2016 Finalize and deliver joint
Session of the UNSC statements
2. Principles Governing UNWTO, all 31 March 2016 | Final comments by
International Statistical FAO members
Activities Publication of final text
online
3. CCSA multi-year Co-Chairs All Mar —Jun 2016 | Finalize questionnaire
programme Implernent survey
Sept 2016 Report at 28" session
4. CCSA terms of Co-Chairs Volunteers | Mar — June 2016 | Form Task team and draft
reference Sept 2016 report
Report at 28" session
5. Cost structures of Co-Chairs -—- Mar — Jun 2016 | Include topic in survey (see
statistical outputs item 3)
6. Use of non-official data ECB - Mar — Sept 2016 | Finalize publication before

the 28™ session




Annex 1

Agenda
Monday, 7 March 2016
9 am - 11:45 am
1.  Welcome and adoption of agenda
2. Indicator framework for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda (oral update by UNSD)
3. Preparation of the 47th Session of UNSC
- Report of the Secretary-General on development indicators (lead agency: FAO)

- Report of the High Level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity Building for
post 2015 monitoring (lead agency: UNSD)

- Report of the Working Group on big data in official statistics (lead agencies: Eurostat,
ITU)

4.  Principles Governing International Statistical Activities (report by FAO, UNWTO)
5. CCSA multi-year programme (report by co-chairs)

6.  CCSA terms of reference (oral update by co-chairs)

7. Cost structures of statistical outputs (Presentation by Eurostat)

8. Use of non-official data (possible publication) (oral update by ECB)

9. Q2016 (oral update by UNWTO)

10. Provisional agenda, dates and venue for the 28th session



Annex I1

List of documents

SA/2015/15 Report of the 26th session, Bangkok, 1-2 October 2015

SA/2016/1 Provisional agenda for the 27th session

SA/2016/2 Preparation of the 47th session of the UN Statistical Commission

SA/2016/3 Principles governing international statistical activities with revised good
practices

SA/2016/4 CCSA multi-year programme: CCSA member survey

SA/2016/5 Eurostat presentation on cost structures of statistical outputs

SA/2016/6 CCSA publication: Case studies on using non-official statistics in providing

comparable international statistics



Annex II1

List of Participants
(In alphabetical order of the organization)

African Development Bank (AfDB)

Charles Leyeka Lufumpa
Oliver Chinganya

c.lufumpa@afdb.org
o.chinganya@afdb.org

European Central Bank (ECB)

Werner Bier (via phone)

Werner.Bier@ecb.int

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO)

Pietro Gennari

Pietro.Gennari@fao.org

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) Janine Perfit janinep(@iadb.org
International Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) Andrii Gritsevskyi a.gritsevskyi@iaea.org
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Sainarayan Ananthanarayan asainarayan(@icao.int
International Labour Organization (ILO) Rafael Diez de Medina diez@ilo.org
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Louis Marc Ducharme lducharme@imf.org
Johannes Mueller jmueller@imf.org

International Telecommunication Union (ITU)

Susan Teltscher
Esperanza Magpantay

Susan.teltscher@itu.int
Esperanza.magpantay@itu.int

Interstate Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CISSTAT)

Vladimir Sokolin
Andrey Kosarev

sokolin@cisstat.org
kosarev ae@inbox.ru

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD)

Martine Durand (via phone)
Paul Schreyer

martine.durand@oecd.org
paul.schreyer@oecd.org

Paris 21

Johannes Jutting

johannes.jutting@oecd.org

Leslie Rae leslie.rae@oecd.org
Statistical Centre for the GCC Member Countries Sabir Al Harbi Salharbi@gccstat.org
(GCCSTAT) Duaa Sultan Mohamed DSultan@gccstat.org
Salman
Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Musa Kulaklikaya dg@sesric.org

Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC)

Zehra Zumrut Selcuk

zkoc(@sesric.org

Statistical Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT)

Pieter Everaers
Cristina Pereira De Sa

pieter.everaers@ec.europa.cu
cristina.sa@ec.europa.eu

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD)

Steve MacFeely

steve.macfeely@unctad.org

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Milorad Kovacevic
Serge Kapto

milorad.kovacevic@undp.org
serge.kapto@undp.org

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA)

Joseph Tinfissi llboudo

jilboudo@uneca.org
mailto:dsanga@uneca.org

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC)

Giovanni Savio

Giovanni.savio@cepal.org

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for

Juraj Riecan

riecan@un.org

Western Asia (UNESCWA) juraj.riecan(@usa.net

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Alison Kennedy a.kennedy@unesco.org
Organization (UNESCO)

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Papa Seck Papa.seck@unwomen.org
Empowerment of Women (UN Women) Ginette Azcona Ginette.azcona@unwomen.org
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Jacqueline McGlade Jacqueline.mcglade@unep.org




United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat)

Robert Ndugwa

robert.ndugwa@unhabitat.org

United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO)

Shyam Upadhyaya

s.upadhyaya@unido.org

United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)

Javier Teran

teranl@un.org

United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (UNOHCHR)

Nicolas Fasel
Grace Sanico Steffan

nfasel@ohchr.org
gsteffan@ohchr.org

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

Angela Me
Enrico Bisogno

angela.me@unodc.org
enrico.bisogno@unodc.org

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

Edilberto Loaiza

loaiza@unfpa.org

United Nations Population Division (UNPD)

John Wilmoth
Francois Pelletier

wilmoth@un.org
pelletierf@un.org

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

Stefan Schweinfest

schweinfest@un.org

Sabine Warschburger warschburger@un.org
Universal Postal Union (UPU) Lukasz Piotrowski lukasz.piotrowski@upu.int
World Bank Haishan Fu hful @worldbank.org

World Health Organization (WHO)

Ties Boermat

boermat@who.org

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)

Oliver Herrmann

oherrmann@unwto.org

World Trade Organization (WTO)

Hubert Escaith

hubert.escaith@wto.org

Observer

Islamic Development Bank

Abdullateef Bello

abello@isdb.org




Annex IV

CCSA joint statements for the UNSC — March 2016

Item 3 (a) Data and indicators for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; Document
E/CN.3/2016/2 Report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development
Goals

“I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical
Activities (CCSA), which consists of 45 international and supranational organizations, who have
established a long-standing partnership to promote inter-agency coordination and cooperation on
statistics.

The Committee:

e WELCOMES and SUPPORTS the report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable
Development Goal Indicators;

e COMMENDS the TAEG for the remarkable progress made in less than one year in the
development of the global indicator framework;

e SUPPORTS the priorities of the programme of work of the IAEG and REITERATES the
commitment of the CCSA members to support the methodological refinement of the global
indicator framework;

e RECALLS that the statistical work of CCSA members is guided by the ‘Principles Governing
International Statistical Activities’ and that statistical activities within the UN system will also
benefit from the forthcoming common quality assurance framework to ensure that their products
will meet the highest international standards of data quality and integrity;

e REAFFIRMS that the CCSA and the UN system are ready to play an active role in ensuring a
strong coordination across global statistical programmes in the collection, monitoring and
reporting of SDG indicators, in order to avoid duplications, minimize response burden on
countries and ensure consistency between data disseminated at the national and international
level;

e STANDS READY to work closely with the IAEG to identify countries’ needs for statistical
capacity development and EXPRESSES the commitment of the CCSA members to provide
technical support for the implementation of the approved indicators on the basis of their
respective mandates and expertise.”

Item 3 (a) Data and indicators for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development -
Document E/CN.3/2016/3 Report of the High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination
and Capacity Building

“I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical
Activities (CCSA), which consists of 45 international and supranational organizations, who have
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established a long-standing partnership to promote inter-agency coordination and cooperation on
statistics.
The Committee:

WELCOMES the report of the High-level Group and SUPPORTS its twin focus on (i) promoting
national ownership of the monitoring system for the 2030 Agenda, and (i1) fostering statistical
capacity building and coordination.

WELCOMES the provision for regional and international statistical organizations to play an
active role as observers in the deliberations of the group as agreed by the Commission at its 46th
session;

AFFIRMS the availability of the CCSA co-chairs to represent the international statistical
organizations in the group;

STANDS READY to constructively contribute to the development of a global action plan for data
that will foster capacity-building, partnership and coordination at all levels.

HIGHLIGHTS that CCSA members are in an excellent position to support countries in the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, based on their mandate as custodians of internationally-
agreed methodological standards and statistical databases in specific domain areas, as well as their
ample experience in capacity-building and coordination;

REITERATES its commitment to work closely with national statistical systems in order to
support their efforts to modernize, harmonize and streamline data infrastructures and data flows;

AGREES that the UN World Data Forum will be an excellent opportunity to further strengthen
the collaboration between national and international statistical agencies and to explore innovative
ways to engage with existing and new partnerships, including with the academia, the private
sector and civil society.”

Item 3 (c) Big data for official statistics; Document E/CN.3/2016/6 Report of the Global
Working Group of Big Data for Official Statistics

“I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical
Activities (CCSA), which consists of 45 international and supranational organizations, who have
established a long-standing partnership to promote inter-agency coordination and cooperation on
statistics.

The Committee

WELCOMES the report of the Global Working Group on Big Data for official statistics and
ACKNOWLEDGES the progress made so far;

RECOGNIZES the numerous activities related to Big Data of national and international statistical
agencies and ENCOURAGES the Global Working Group to maintain the inventory of Big Data
projects;
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HIGHLIGHTS the role of big data in the modernization of official statistics and ENCOURAGES
the Group to further explore the potential of big data in monitoring the Sustainable Development
Goals;

SUPPORTS the priorities of the programme of work of the Global Working Group and
ENCOURAGES the Group to intensify its efforts in developing general frameworks for big data
and official statistics and in supporting statistical capacity development;

CALLS FOR a coordinated approach towards establishing partnerships with data providers and
the academia;

STANDS READY to support a close cooperation between national and international statistics
agencies in fostering the use of big data at all levels.”
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