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UPDATE ON ANKARA CENTRE ACTIVITIES

SESRTCIC ORGANIZES A SPECIAL MEETING WITH NATIONAL STATISTICAL
OFFICES IN OIC AFRICAN COUNTRIES

The SESRTCIC organized on 17 January 2007 a spmeiating for the delegates of the
African OIC member countries on the sidelines of 007 Africa Symposium on

Statistical Development, which was held in Kigdiywanda, on 15-19 January 2007.
Representatives of 16 member countries, namely @amge Chad, Comoros, Dijibouti,

Egypt, Gabon, Gambia, Niger, Nigeria, Mali, Morocddozambique, Somalia, Sudan,
Togo and Tunisia, and the UN Economic CommissianAfitica (UNECA) attended the

Meeting. Dr. Sawa Alpay, Director General, and Ms. Sevgi Reclirp researcher,

represented the Centre thereat.

During the Meeting, Dr. Alpay briefed the delegadesthe mandates of the SESRTCIC in
general and in the field of statistics in particula this context, he introduced the Centre’s
new training programme on statistical capacityding in the member countries which is
based on matching the needs and capacities of thepective National Statistical
Institutions. For this task to be carried out imare efficient way, the Centre requested
the delegates to provide it with the necessaryamrinformation and the training needs
and capacities of their institutions through twoesfionnaires distributed by the
SESRTCIC for this purpose. The delegates were iafsomed that those questionnaires
could be obtained by visiting the Centre’s web.site

Also discussed were the ways and means to faeilitet participation of the member
countries in the World Forum on Statistics, Knovgednd Policy which will take place
in Istanbul in June 2007. In this connection, Dipay informed the delegates that the
SESRTCIC is a co-organizer of the said Forum ofceom and that it will try, in
collaboration with the Islamic Development Bankfdoilitate participation from the OIC
member countries by providing financial support.

SESRTCIC PARTICIPATES IN THE OECD WORLD FORUM’S REGIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

The SESRTCIC has participated in the OECD Worldifiis Regional Conference for Africa:
Building Capacity to Measure and Foster the PragaésSocieties on 14 January 2007 in
Kigali, Rwanda. The Conference, which was attentgdalmost 50 delegates from
African countries and international organizatiopenstitutes one of the regional pre-
conferences of the OECD World Forum on Statisticgywledge and Policy, to be held in
Istanbul on 27-30 June 2007. Dr. Sa¥dpay and Ms. Sevgi Recbeilo represented the
Centre thereat.

At the first session of the conference, the paéinis exchanged views on the ways td
improve cooperation between statisticians and #s¢ of the society in order to better
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understand the needs of the society and develop appropriated statistics. The attitudeg
of policy makers and the media towards the natistalistical offices were also discussed.

At the second session, discussions centered osptheial needs of African countries to
improve their statistical capacity with a view toomitoring the progress made by
providing economic, social and environmental data.

At the last session, the participants discussedrétevance of the current Millennium
Development Goals (MDG) for African countries ah@ fpossible changes of indicators
after 2015, the expiration year of the MDGs.

SESRTCIC CO-ORGANIZES THE OECD WORLD FORUM’S REGIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR ASIA

The SESRTCIC together with the OECD and Korean dvali Statistical Office co-

organized the Asian region conference on “Measuang Fostering the Progress of
Societies,” in Seoul, South Korea on 8-9 Februa®@72as one of the regional pre-
conferences for the OECD World Forum on Statistiaspwledge and Policy, which will

be held in Istanbul-Turkey on 27-30 June 2007. @eles from some Asian OIC member
states, namely, Indonesia, Brunei, Malaysia andgBaiesh were among the participants
in this conference.

The conference started with opening remarks by Pae Kim, Commissioner of the
Korean National Statistics Office (KNSO) and Enriémvannini, Chief Statistician of the
OECD, followed by a welcome address from DeputynérMinister of Korea.

The first session of the conference, titled “Statss Knowledge and Policy: Measuring
Progress in Reality” was chaired by Dr. Sa¥dpay, who also presented a paper titled:
“Real Progress, Shared Progress.”

The conference highlighted important issues cogetime definition of progress from an
Asian perspective and how it could be measuredidBakat, changing demography with
aging population and low fertility rate, globalimat and free trade, energy and
environment, evaluation of usefulness of intermalandicator sets to monitor progress
with respect to MDG’s indicators, importance of labbration between statisticians,
policy makers and civil society, improvement ofioaal statistical systems effectiveness
and efficiency in developing countries, measurirgndcracy and human rights were
among the issues addressed in this conference.

SESRTCIC ORGANIZES TRAINING COURSES ON LABOUR STATISTICS AND DATA
ANALYSIS IN YEMEN

Within the framework of statistical capacity buildifor the National Statistical Offices (NSOs)
in the OIC member countries, the SESRTCIC has aedntraining courses on “Labor
Statistics” and “Statistical Data Analysis” on 18-February 2007 in Sanaa, Republic of
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Yemen. The training was supervised by an exper ftbe Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics and the course was attended by 15 iparits from the Yemeni Central Statistic
Organization. The course aimed to give trainingraarnational concepts and terms as sfgt
by the International Labor Organization, classtiima of labor force according to labor
statistics indicators, labor market indicators, thechanism of preparing a labor forcg
survey form to measure labor statistics indicatongthodology of labor force survey,
calculation of labor force indicators based on tabwrce survey form and a simple
application using the Statistical Package for tbei@ Sciences (SPSS).

At the end of the course, the trainees expressaddatisfaction with its content and theif|
thanks to the trainer for his performance and eéoQentre for its efforts in organizing thq
courses.

SESRTCIC ORGANIZES A TRAINING PROGRAMME ON WEB-BASED DATA
COMPILATION TECHNIQUES IN AZERBAIJAN

At the request of the State Statistical Committéézerbaijan, the Centre organized
training programme on “Web-based Data Compilati@thhiques” on 26-29 Februa
2007 at the State Statistical Committee in BakwgrBaijan. The objective of the trainin
programme was to consider the architecture of waded) applications and practices
applications. An expert from the Turkish Statidticetitute was designated to instruct th
trainees on the topic of concern. 12 people from 8tate Statistical Committee of
Azerbaijan participated in the training. The papats had the opportunity to learn hoy
to develop a web-based application in detail. Thnre supplied with the necessary
documents, programmes and application codes.

OIC NEWS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENES IN JEDDAH

The 30th session of the Islamic Commission for Beooie, Cultural and Social Affairs of
the OIC was held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on 3-85ch&007 with the participation of
delegates from thirty-seven member states and septatives of the OIC Genera
Secretariat and its subsidiary, specialized antizaéid organs. Dr. Sayalpay, Director
General, and Mr. Nabil Dabour, Senior Researcleg@rasented the Centre thereat.

The Commission convened first in its capacity as tbint General Assembly of the OIC
subsidiary organs. As such, it reviewed the a@iwiof these organs during the elapsed ygpr
and commended their efforts to strengthen econoooperation among the member statels
in particular their follow-up and implementation tie OIC Ten-Year Programme o(:"
Action. In this connection, the Commission noted ihcrease in intra-OIC trade to 15%
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which means that the 20% target can be reachedebs® end of the Ten-Year Programme
of Action.

The Commission also considered the proposed budgetsvork programmes of the OIC
General Secretariat and its subsidiary organshimperiod July-December 2007 as well as
their audited final accounts for the financial ye2305/2006 and recommended their
submittion to the 35th Session of the Permanerdrieéi@ Committee (PFC) in preparation
for submission to the 34th Session of the Islamoaf€rence of Foreign Ministers for final
approval.

The Commission then took up its technical agendarelby it reviewed and discussed a
number of issues concerning the member stateseirfields of economic, science and
technology, cultural and social affairs. In thisnnection, the Centre presented five
technical reports on prominent issues of intereghé OIC countries, namely 1) Annual
Economic Report on the OIC Countries 2006, 2) EodnoProblems of the Least-

developed and Landlocked OIC Countries 2006, 3) Basel Il Accord and its

Implications for the OIC Countries, 4) InternatibrBourism in the OIC Countries:

Prospects and Challenges and 5) The Possibiligstdblishing a Free Trade Area among
the OIC Member Countries. The Commission expresse@ppreciation of the work
accomplished by the SESRTCIC and encouraged itotdirme with its outstanding
performance.

After the deliberations, the Commission adopteddtadt resolutions on economic affairs,
science and technology, cultural and social affaird Dawa activities for submission to
the 34th Session of the Islamic Conference of lgor#linisters.

THE HEADS OF THE SUBSIDIARY, SPECIALIZED AND AFFILIATED ORGANS
DISCUSS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OIC TEN-YEAR PROGRAMME OF
ACTION

Within the framework of the implementation of théQOTen-year Programme of Action,
adopted by the'3Extraordinary Islamic Summit, the OIC General $&miat organized a
meeting for the heads of the OIC subsidiary, spigei@ and affiliated organs in order to
follow up the implementation of this Programme.

The meeting was held on 4 March 2007 in JeddahdiSaabia, on the sidelines of the
30th Session of the Islamic Commission for Econei@igdtural and Social Affairs. It was
chaired by H.E Prof. Ekmeleddin lhsghg Secretary General of the OIC, and attended
by all the heads of the OIC institutions and theceive staff of the General Secretariat.

In the opening session, statements were deliveydd.lB Prof Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsagl,
Secretay General of the OIC, H.E. Dr. Ahmad MohawkdPresident of the IDB Group,
and some of the heads of the OIC institutions. ik dtatement, the Secretary Genera
noted with satisfaction the special interest that ®IC institutions are undertaking in the
implementation of the Ten-year Programme of Actowl requested them to pursue thei
efforts in carrying out the implementation of tladsProgramme.
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The participants then discussed the progress soéale in the implementation of the
various areas of the Programme of Action and th@r@d actions for the future. During
the discussion, Dr. Savas Alpay, Director Genefdahe Centre, made two presentations
under two different agenda items of the meetinfpbews:

Under the agenda item “Supporting Development amkeRy Alleviation in Africa”, Dr.
Alpay briefed the participants of the meeting oe taport titled “Poverty in Sub-Saharan
Africa: the Situation in the OIC Member Countrieghich has recently been prepared by
the Centre as a preliminary contribution to thecggdgorogramme for the development of
Africa stipulated in the Ten-year Programme of AwtiHe informed the participants of
the meeting that this preliminary report would bemplemented with a series of
publications by the Centre on the same subject.effey, they would constitute a
significant contribution in attaining the targetspmverty alleviation in the African OIC
member countries set by the Ten-Year Programmectbi

Under the agenda item “Action Plan for the OIC G@otProducing Countries’ Cooperation
Development Strategy (2007-2011)", Dr. Alpay preedrthe main findings of the paper
titted “The Cotton Sector in the OIC Countries: Blemns and Possibilities of
Cooperation” which has been prepared by the Ceaetrently. In his presentation, the
Director General highlighted the importance of @otin the OIC member countries and
the challenges facing the OIC cotton producing mandmuntries, particularly those in
West and Central Africa. He informed the particigatinat the paper elaborated on soms
possible ways of cooperation among those countimeghis important sector and
concluded with the recommendation of establishingd#C Cotton Alliance among OIC
cotton producers and traders to coordinate sucheration.

TRADE NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE HOLDS THE SECOND MEETING OF THE
SECOND ROUND OF TRADE NEGOTIATIONS ON 27-30 MARCH IN ANKARA

The Second Meeting of the Second Round of Tradeoti&@ns was held in Ankara on
27-30 March 2007 with the participation of delegafeom 15 countries of the Trade
Negotiations Committee (TNC), 6 OIC member coustritended the meeting as
observers and representatives of the OIC Genecakteiat, ICDT, IDB, SESRTCIC and
GCC.

The Meeting was inaugurated by Dr. Ahmet Tiktik,dgrsecretary of State Planning
Organization of the Republic of Turkey and chaiteg Mrs. Ulker Glzel, Deputy
Undersecretary of Foreign Trade of the Republidwfkey. Messages from H.E. Kgat
Tlzmen, Turkish Minister of State in charge of kgmeTrade and from H.E. Prof.
Ekmeleddin Ihsang@lu, Secretary General of the OIC were read ouhédpening session
of this meeting. A presentation was made by the T¢Cretariat on the background and
the issues to be discussed during the Second Rolufdade Negotiations. Except for
some articles, the draft of TPSOIC Rules of Originposed by the Republic of Turkey
was agreed to be taken by the TNC. Regarding thielesr on which there was no
consensus, the Committee decided that the patiigpatates should submit the Draft
Rules of Origin to their capitals for the finalimat of their positions regarding these
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articles and decided that the adopted articles @voat be reopened for negotiations in the
future. The committee reiterated the mandate giyethe Ministers of Commerce of the
member countries of the TNC for finalizing the TRS@Rules of Origin before the 83
COMCEC in November 2007.

It has been agreed that the member states will sube data on their Para-Tariff and
Non-Tariff Measures to the TNC General Secretdréore the next meeting of the TNC.
The Committee noted the presentation of the dedeghtBrunei Darussalam about the
experiences of ASEAN in eliminating the Para-Taafid Non-Tariff Measures. The
Committee also accepted the proposal for the orgéion of an Expert Group Meeting on
Para-Tariff and Non-Tariff Measures and authorif€®T to organize the meeting and
submit the outcome to the TNC. The Committee raieat the need to expedite the
signature and ratification of the Agreement on TRS@nd PRETAS in order to be able to
establish the TPSOIC by the target date’bddnuary 2009.

In the closing session the TNC decided that theesagat would communicate with the
TNC member countries regarding the date and vehtieemext meeting of the TNC.

OTHER MEETINGS

SESRTCIC PARTICIPATES IN THE 2007 AFRICA SYMPOSIUM
ON STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT

The United Nations Economic Commission for Afritae National Institute for Statistics
in Rwanda and Statistics South Africa co-organiteel 2007 Africa Symposium on
Statistical Development: Africa Counts: “Toward€amplete Enumeration of the African
Population during the 2010 Round of Population dpndsing Censuses”. The Symposium
was held in Kigali, Rwanda, on 15-19 January 200@ attended by heads of National
Statistical Offices in Africa, heads of Census €4 in African NSOs, and regional and
international organizations. Dr. Savalpay, Director General, and Ms. Sevgi Reclzgrp
researcher represented the Centre thereat.

The Symposium was the second of a series of sym@mosied at encouraging African
countries and governments to improve the use aleemie-based decision-making and
plan population and housing censuses in a bettgr daong the issues discussed were
the reasons for theeed for complete enumeration of population andsimgucensuses in
African countries, the roles and attitudes of stafians and politicians in the process ang
the way how to finance the censuses.

The Symposium provided an opportunity to review phegress achieved with regard to
the resolutions adopted at previous symposia. Abaimof African countries also shared
their experiences in the process of populationegns
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It was decided that the 2008 Africa Symposium oatiSiical Development be held in
Ghana.

SESRTCIC PARTICIPATES IN THE NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE COORDINATION OF STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES

The Ninth Session of the Committee for the Cooritimaof Statistical Activities (CCSA)
was held in New York on 26 February 2007. Dr. Sadi&aci, Senior Researcher
represented the Centre thereat.

The CCSA was established on 19 September 200dingie coordination and integration

among the statistical programmes of internationganizations. The SESRTCIC has beer
welcomed as the newest member of the Committels atghth session, held in Montreal,

Canada, on 4-5 September 2006.

The Committee took up the various issues on itsnélgeincluding: the “Report on

Common Open Standards for the Exchange and Shafirf8pcio-economic Data and

Metadata: the SDMX initiative by the OECD; progressthe implementation of the

recommendations by the Friends of the Chair onadilium Development Goals (MDG)

Indicators and the UN Economic and Social CourteCQSOC) resolution on Statistical
Capacity Building, by the United Nations Statisti€@mmission (UNSC); the “Note on

the project on the use and convergence of intermaltiquality assurance frameworks”, by
the Statistical Office of the European Communi(iesrostat); the “Note on progress with
the proposed action plan on training in statishicsstaff of the international agencies”, by
the IMF; and the “Reporting System on Partner Supfmo Statistical Development” by

Paris 21.

The participants were informed with the CCSA tnagnivebsite on which the SESRTCIC
could consider presenting its training activiti€ee Centre will also investigate two of the
12 modules constituting the e-learning course beexeloped by the World Bank. The
Centre is also involved in the CCSA Task Team 3iraproving the coordination of
technical cooperation programmes in statistichatstub-regional level.

The Committee also discussed the draft agendas @éiith session, to be held in Madrid
on 10-12 September 2007.

SESRTCIC PARTICIPATES IN THE THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION
OF THE UN STATISTICAL COMMISSION

The Thirty-eighth Session of the UN Statistical Goission was held at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York on 27 February-&di 2007. The Session, which
marks the 60th Anniversary of the Committee, wasnaked by representatives from the
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24 Member States of the Commission as well as wbsefrom other Member States of
the UN, representatives of organizations of the siidtem and observers from inter-
governmental, non-governmental and other orgawizatactive in international statistical
work. Dr. Sidika Bggl, Senior Researcher represented the Centre therea

The session’s agenda included items for discussiod decision and others for
information. The items for discussion and decisisre Programme Review, Education
Statistics, Population and Housing Censuses, DisaMeasurement, Information and

Communication Technology (ICT) Statistics, Agriculil Statistics, National Accounts,
Integrated Economic Statistics, Environmental Actog, International Economic and
Social Classifications Management issues in Natidbtatistical Offices, Access to

Microdata, Development Indicators, Statistical GafgyaBuilding, and International

Comparison Programme. Items for information inctiddigration Statistics, Health

Statistics, Industrial Statistics, Distributive-t@ie Statistics, Energy Statistics, Finance
Statistics, Price Statistics, Coordination and draéon of Statistical Programmes,
Common Open Standards for the Exchange and Shafirigata and Metadata; and
Follow-up to Economic and Social Council policy m&ans.

SESRTCIC's representative informed the participarftthe Session that the Centre wag
working on a computer programme which will enabieect data transfer from the
National Statistical Offices (NSO) of the OIC memleuntries to the Centre’s web site
which will save much time and effort and enhance ridiability of the data used by the
Centre in its statistical work.

Dr. Bascl also attended a seminar on “Dialogue on StatistDevelopment with
International Agencies” which was intended to emage an exchange between nationa
chief statisticians and international agencies austiag and planned initiatives in
statistical capacity building. It also provided apportunity for international agencies to
present an overview of their programmes and fomtgurepresentatives to provide a
feedback based on their needs and experienceislitcahtext, Dr. Bggi pointed out that
the SESRTCIC had carried out a survey for matchivg needs and capacities of the
NSOs in the OIC member countries and that, in lghthe responses it receives from the
NSOs, it organized two training programmes in Fabri2007 and intended to organize
10 more by the end of September 2007.

SESRTCIC’s representative also had discussions withumber of delegates from
Palestine, the OECD, World Bank, FAO and the Amadiitute for Training and Research
in Statistics on the possibilities of future cogi@m between both sides.

At the end of the session, the Commission approedrovisional agenda for its thirty-
ninth session and recommended that it be held e28Zeebruary 2008.

SESRTCIC PARTICIPATES IN A REGIONAL MEETING
ON STATISTICAL TRAINING IN AFRICA

A regional meeting on statistical training in Aftigvas organized on 12-13 March 2007 in
Kampala, Uganda within the framework of the PARIS Pask Team on Statistical
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Training and Human Resources. The meeting was me@rjointly by the PARIS 21
Secretariat, the French Ministry of Foreign Affaiasid Makerere University’'s Institute of
Statistics and Applied Economics with the Logidti€apport of the Uganda Bureau of
Statistics (UBOS).

This meeting brought together directors from sti@a$ training institutes of the
Francophone and Anglophone countries as well agseptatives from African Countries
of Portuguese Official Language (PALOP). Repredereta from 35 sub-regional,
regional and/or international organizations pgtéd in the proceedings. The Centre wa
represented by Mr. Suleymisiamalu, Senior Researcher.

The meeting’s objectives were to assess the statistical training in Africa, highlight
difficulties, and propose concrete solutions. Thieee this, it adopted a format that
encouraged discussion among participants. Thresiosss sorted by language groups
(English, French and Portuguese) were held ardumdbllowing themes:

- Funding and functioning of statistical trainingtiges in Africa
- Adapting training to the demand: how can we meeid#mand?
- Financing scholarships

Participants reported back in plenary sessionsheir thoughts and proposed actions.
Finally, a set of recommendations were drafted \gi#theral consensus on: adaptation o
training to the demand, funding of statistical nrag, and actions to be taken on
establishing an African Forum on Statistical Tragi
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CENTRE’S AGENDA FOR THE SECOND QUARTER OF 2007

April

Meeting/Workshop on “Development of Islamic Micrdince Services”, 14 April
2007, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Meeting of Senior Officials Preparatory to the 3&#ssion of the Islamic Conference
of Foreign Ministers, 14-16 April 2007, Jeddah, @arabia.

Thirty-fifth Session of the Permanent Finance Cotteai 17-19 April 2007, Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia

Third Arab Forum for Capacity Building and Develogmy 17-18 April2007, Sanaa,
Yemen.

OECD Regional Conference for Middle East and Néifica, 19 April 2007, Sanaa,
Yemen.

UNECA, Fifth Session of the Committee on Developtnariormation-Statistical
Capacity Building: 29 April — 6 May 2007. Addis At Ethiopia.

May

Second Expert Group Meeting on Tourism Developm8#i, May 2007, Istanbul,
Turkey

SESRTCIC Special Session on Statistical CapacitidBig for Africa, 04 May 2007.
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Thirty-fourth Session of the Islamic Conference Fafreign Ministers, 15-17 May
2007, Islamabad, Pakistan.

IFSD Forum on Islamic Microfinance Development: (d1ages and Initiatives, 27
May 2007, Dakar, Senegal.

Twenty-third Meeting of the Follow-up Committee tife COMCEC, 29-31 May
2007, Ankara, Turkey.

June
Sixth Meeting of the OIC Task Force on SMES, 113a8e, Malé, Maldives.

First Islamic Conference of Ministers of Health,-12 June 2007, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.
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The 11" General Conference of the Organization of IslaG&pitals and Cities
(OICC), 18-20 June 2007, Ankara, Turkey.

Second World Forum on Statistics, Knowledge andicipol27-30 June Istanbul,
Turkey.
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