VOLUME 18 NUMBER 67 OCTOBER 2006

UPDATE ON ANKARA CENTRE
IN THIS ISSUE ACTIVITIES
ANKARA CENTRE UPDATE
UN-OIC GENERAL MEETING ON
COOPERATION 1 UN-OIC GENERAL MEETING ON COOPERATION
SESRTCIC MEMBERSHIP IN CCSA
2

WORLD LEADERS SUMMIT AND Pursuant to the UN General Assembly resolutiond B0/
THIRTEENTH WORLD CONFERNCE | | of 28 November 1995 and 59/8 of 16 January 2003, a
ON TOBACCO OR HEALTH 2 general meeting on cooperation between represessati

of the Secretariat of the United Nations system Y&dhd
OIC NEWS that of the Organization of the Islamic Confere(©¢C)
TWENTY SECOND MEETING OF and its specialized institutions was held in Rapat
THE FOLLOW-UP COMMITTEE Morocco, on 11-13 July 2006.
THE COMCEC 3

The Meeting proceeded in four working groups on:| A)
FIFTH ISLAMIC CONFERENCE OF political issues, B) economic issues, C) social antural
TOURISM MINISTERS 4 issues and D) education and technology issues.

The Working Group on political issues exchangeavsi
UPCOMING EVENTS 7 | | on, among others, the situation in the Middle Emsd
Palestine, Iragq, Sudan, Somalia and Afghanistantiaag
activities of the two organizations in the areawafrld
peacekeeping.

U

The Working Group on economic issues reviewed|the
progress achieved in the implementation of thetjpin
projects agreed upon during the last meeting [and
evaluated future prospects in the areas of codparpt
relating to trade and development, maritime transpo
food security and agriculture, investment mechasism
and joint ventures.




Within  this  framework, the cooperation activities on desertification gnd

SESRTCIC, UNIDO, UNDP, WFP and water resources management aiming
ILO agreed to consider the organisation ofalleviating poverty and reducing hunger
joint workshops/seminars on subjects ofthe OIC countries.
common interest for the benefit of the
concerned staff in the member countries. The SESRTCIC and UNEP examined
possibility of carrying joint activities o
The Working Group on education human resources development

and technology issues highly valued theexchange of expertise in this field. The

fruitful cooperation that exists between the latter further agreed to share with the

two organizations and exchanged views onSESRTCIC its annual work programmni

possible joint projects in the fields of and activities related to environmental

development of science and technology,indicators.
technical cooperation, food security and
agriculture, human resources development,The SESRTCIC and ITU agreed to expl

environment and health, and education andhe modalities of exchanging ICT-relat

eradication of illiteracy. data and cooperation on capacity buildjng

and ICT indicators and training.

In this context, the SESRCTIC, ISESCO

and ITU discussed the difficulties they At the closing ceremony, the participa
encounter in collecting scientific and noted with satisfaction the strengthening
technological data and emphasized thecooperation between the two organizati
need to cooperate to overcome thosen all fields and welcomed the increag
difficulties and share their experience in political contacts between the Secretar
this field. General of the two organizations. They &

welcomed the signing of a memoranduni

On the other hand, the SESRTCIC andunderstanding on technical cooperation i

FAO agreed to approach the IDB to the field of human rights between t
develop a tripartite work programme Office of the United Nations Hig

towards the implementation of a series of Commissioner for Human Rights and the

training workshops, seminars and technical OIC.
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SESRTCIC BECOMES A NEW MEMBER OF CCSA

The SESRTCIC has been selected as the coordinating the work on methodologiq

newest member of the Committee for the

Coordination of Statistical Activities

(CCSA), at its eighth session, held in
Montreal, Canada, on 4-5 September,
2006. Dr. Savas Alpay, Director General,

represented the Centre thereat.

The CCSA was established on 19
September 2002 to promote coordination
and integration among the statistical
the

organizations. It aims to facilitate the use

programmes  of international

in Member States of internationally

agreed concepts, definitions,
recommendations and classifications of

different international organizations by

development and promotir
harmonization of the methodologies
various fields of statistics. It also aims
achieve an integrated system in

collection, processing and disseminat
of international statistics by promoting t
coordination of the international offici
statistical system including technid
cooperation in statistics. The memberd
the CCSA
organizations such as the United Nati
Statistics (UNSD), UNDH
UNCTAD, IMF, World Bank, FAO,
OECD, EUROSTAT, World Tourisn

World

comprise  internation

Division

Organization and Trag

Organization.

SESRTCIC ESTABLISHES CONTACTS WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS

Dr. Savas Alpay, Director General of the
SESRTCIC, attended the World Leaders
Summit, held in Washington, D. C. on 11
July 2006 and the Thirteenth World
Conference on Tobacco OR Health, in
Washington, D. C., on 12-15 July 2006.

The issue of tobacco consumption is of
utmost importance to the OIC countries
considering that 48 of the 57 OIC

members (85 per cent) are party to
Framework Convention on Tobac
Control (FCTC) which was adopted

June 2003.

The Director General made use of
visit to Washington to meet with hig
officials at the IMF, including the hea
of the Middle East and Central Ag
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Department, the African Department and Administrator and Director, of the UND
the Statistics Department. His discussions and discussed with them the possibiliti

S

of establishing closer ties between the tyvo

with the said officials focused on the institutions.

possible future cooperation between the

Centre and their respective departments During the talks, both sides expressed

and outlined some concrete joint activities their will to explore new avenues of
in various fields that aim at enhancing the cooperation between the two institutions

OIC member countries’ capacity to that would lead to a strategic partnersii

achieve the Millennium Development to strengthen their ability to delive
Goals. efficient and high-quality aid to thq
developing countries, a substantial porti

Dr. Alpay also met with the Assistant of which are OIC members. The overall

Director-General of the World Health objective of the new partnership is
Organisation (WHO) and discussed issues promote the shared goals of establish
of mutual interest to both organisations. solid foundations for peace and recovd

from crisis in the developing countrig
The Director-General also met with Mr.  and to work on attaining the Millenniur
Selim Jahan, Senior Advisor and Cluster Development Goals, particularly the fig]

Leader, and Mr. Bruce Jenks, Assistant against poverty.

OIC NEWS

TWENTY-SECOND MEETING OF
THE FOLLOW-UP COMMITTEE OF THE COMCEC

d .
The 22° Meeting of the Follow-up affiliated and specialised organs. T
Committee of the COMCEC convened in
|zmir, Republic of Turkey, on 23-25 May background reports of the OIC Gene
2006 with the participation of nine member

countries of the Committee, the OIC undertaken by the OIC member countri

General Secretariat and its subsidiary,

and institutions within the framework df
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the implementation of the COMCEC (PRETAS). On the sidelines of the Sessif
resolutions, and the OIC Plan of Action and Syria signed the said protocol and becal
Ten-Year Programme of Action. It also the sixth signatory member country alo
discussed the reports presented by thevith Egypt, Jordan, Malaysia ,Tunisia af
concerned OIC organs on the promotion of Turkey.
intra-OIC trade, matters related to the

World Trade Organisation activities, the After the deliberations, the Committg
OIC private sector meetings, the Islamic finalised the draft agenda of the "2

trade and tourism fairs and cooperationSession of the COMCEC, scheduled for

among the stock exchanges of the OIC21-24 November 2006, and proposed

countries. number of themes for the Exchange

Views Session to be held during the said

The Committee also reviewed the session. In this context, the Committ
developments related to the Traderequested the SESRTCIC to explore a m

Preferential System among the OIC efficient and result-oriented mechanism for

member countries (TPSOIC) and the the said Exchange of Views Sessions.

Protocol on Preferential Tariff Scheme

FIFTH ISLAMIC CONFERENCE OF TOURISM MINISTERS

The Fifth Islamic Conference of Tourism General Secretariat and four workir

Ministers convened in Baku, Republic of papers presented by the SESRTCIC, ICI
Azerbaijan, on 9-12 September 2006. ThelCCl and IDB.

agenda of the Conference included in

particular the review of the implementation The paper contributed by the SESRTC
assesses the performance and econd
role of the international tourism sector

previous conferences, a report by the _ _
the OIC countries and sheds light on so

of the various resolutions adopted by the

Islamic Republic of Iran on tourism

research and training, a report by Malaysia

on tourism marketing and a report by cqyntries. It proposes certain means
Republic of Indonesia on tourism modalities for overcoming those problen
facilitation. The Ministers also discussed a and strengthening cooperation among

background report presented by the OIC ~ member countries in this vital economjic

field.

problems of tourism development in those
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The Conference requested the SESRTCICGco-coordinators of the project b
to continue its follow-up of the in assignment of the COMCEC.
developments of the tourism sector in the

The Meeting discussddter alia the Terms
member countries and report thereon to theof Reference of the feasibility study of th
sixth session of the Conference. It alsoproject and the possible sources of

invited the member countries to promptly financing. In this respect, Dr. Savas Alpg

respond to the relevant questionnaireDirector General of the SESRTCIC

circulated to them by the SESRTCIC to expressed his full support to the project g

enable the latter to undertake this task on ais strong belief that, when implemented

sound statistical basis. will  certainly contribute to highel
prosperity and stronger stability in the

On the sidelines of the Conference, the

Committee on the Regional Project region. However, Dr. Alpay noted tha

“Sustainable Tourism Development in a some of the tasks envisaged in the Terms

Transfrontier System of Parks and Reference document can be carried out

Protected Areas in West Africa” held its the member countries themselves withd

second meeting on 10 September 2006 withany consultancy

the participation of representatives of the

OIC General Secretariat, UN WTO, IDB services and that the proposed budget

and three of the nine countries participatingthe project needs to be further detailed
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in the project, namely Mali, Cameroon and as to make it convincing to the prospective

Senegal. The SESRCTIC and ICDT alsofinancing institution.
took part in the meeting in their capacity as

CENTRE’S AGENDA FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER OF 2006

OCTOBER

Twenty-seventh Session of the Finance Control Of@20), 30 September-11 Octob
2006, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
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NOVEMBER

Second Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higheu&ation and Scientific Research, 1P-
21 November 2006, Kuwait, State of Kuwait

Twenty-second Session of the COMCEC, 21-24 Noverb66, Istanbul, Turkey

D

First Meeting of the Second Round of Trade Negotist for Establishing the Trad
Preferential System among the OIC Countries (TPS)}(14-26 November 2006, Istanby
Turkey.

DECEMBER

Third Islamic Conference of Ministers of Environnhef3-15 December 2006, Jedddh,
Saudi Arabia
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