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UPDATE ON THE
ANKARA CENTRE ACTIVITIES

New Director General at SESRTCIC

His Excellency Ambassador Erding Erdin, assumed his duties a®irector General of

SESRTCIC of May 1%, 1998.

Ambassor Erdiin was born in 1941 in Istanbul. He graduated from Galatasaray Lisesi in 1961 and

from the Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Ankara i
joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. From 1965 to 1981, he was

n 1965. The same year, he
successively Third, Second,

First Secretary and Counsellor at the Turkish Embassies in Athens, Addis Ababa and the Turkish
Delegation to NATO. From 1981 to 1986, he was Consul General in Karachi. From 1986 to 1988,

he was Head of Department in Policy Planning. From 1988

to 1989, he was Minister



Plenipotentiary, Deputy Director General of Bilateral Economic Affairs. From 1989 to 1991, he
was Director General of Bilateral Economic Affairs.

He served as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in Khartoum from 1991 to 1995 and
in Manila from 1995 to 1998.

Ambassador Erdlin is married and has a son.

He was awarded the Decoration of the Order of the Two Niles of the Sudan and that of the Order
of Sikatune of the Philippines.

News from the Centre’'s Web Site

The number of visitors to our site continues toré@se. It is now more than doubling every
quarter. If this pace keeps up, we’ll be receiatrgost 5 thousand hits a day by the end of 1998.
Granted, the Internet is itself growing, but iggibwing at the rate we are talking about? Is it
doubling every quarter? Well, some reports sapésd Then again, that means we are not falling
back in a very fast growing sector.

Statistics on InfoBase usage for the second quafte®998 are as follows:

Total pages accessed 76148
of which,

through the direct request of our Internet adsldswww.sesrtcic.org” 400

to our home page, following our hint at the bottof a page that was hit 3759

through an outside link (see list below) 892

from our own links (i.e. page to page) 43648

as a result of some search which hit one of agep, among other sites’ pages 21952

As a result, during this period our home page wa=ned on 4570 instances. As the size of the
data is growing very fast we have not been ableldsign a method that will analyse the
distribution yet, but we are working on it.

A brief review of the distribution of accessed pmgecording to kind shows that "statistical data
for countries" are the most popular with 14543 eences. This is followed by "bibliographic
pages citing our Library’s collections", with 6870.

We've discovered that in the period covered, 83&sibave found their way to our site’s various

pages thanks to the links established to the iratblvages by other sites. 35 of these were from
various pages in the web site of the BBC, 57 frbmn pages in the web site of the Indonesian
Central Bureau of Statistics (BPS), again 10 wesenfthe web site of Palestine Central Bureau
of Statistics.

Only about 5 % of the hits to our pages origindtedh our member countries and the top 3 are
Malaysia (1588, four times its level in the presaguarter), Turkey (358), and Indonesia (302).
Regarding hits from non-member countries, the U&#dIthe list with 20377; they are followed
by the United Kingdom (3808). 4088 of the hitsnfrahe USA were from educational
institutions and this is almost the double of thevjpus quarter. We think that this last indicator
is most significant because educational users bairgof the first in the Internet are expected to
approach the saturation point and an increasesimtimber of hits originating from such users is
more likely to be a better indicator of increased.u



We activated the feedback facility of our site omylate October, 1997 and the total number of
evaluations/comments received at the end of lagttguwas 29; since then 54 more have been
sent. The general assessment of these are poaitidethe most frequent request concerns
information; although it is worth noting that soemployment applications are not missing.

This quarter's major new element in the InfoBas¢his “Training Opportunities” pages. The
most popular page of this new facility is the pageich we called “Training Opportunity
Scheduler” where the users can make their selectiéraining area and month and review the
various specific options they have in the membemntdes of the OIC.

2" Session of the WTO Ministerial Conference
and Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary
of Multilateral Trading System held in Geneva

The Second Session of the World Trade Organis@6rO) Ministerial Conference was
convened in Geneva between from 18 to 20 May 1%¥&currently, the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB) organised a Consultative tibgeof OIC Member Countries in
connection with the WTO Conference. Mr. Oker Gurl&enior Economist from
SESRTCIC, attended both meetings as part of the[@@IEgation.

The WTO Ministerial Conference aimed to review ihglementation of the WTO
Agreement and the decisions taken at the Firstdwnial Meeting of the WTO held in
Singapore on 9-13 December 1996 and to discudsitinee agenda of the WTO.

Mr. Renato Ruggiero, the Director-General of the@VYTh his address, gave an account
of the successes achieved since the First Mingt®leeting in Singapore. He pointed to
the increasing interest of the developing countrigarticularly the least-developed
countries, in the WTO which brought together 13@rddes under common international
rules, regulations and procedures. He said thaneser trade was talked about, issues
such as development, financial stability, margs®tion, environment, social conditions,
employment, public health, cultural diversity, eiwcame up immediately. Mr. Ruggiero
concluded that these issues must be taken up bptér@ational community and that the
disciplined and rule-based Multilateral Trading 8ys (MTS) was essential for a better
management of the world economy.

The Ministers, during the Meeting, reviewed theiatiés of the WTO and expressed

their ideas on the implementation of the WTO Agreatrand other ministerial decisions.

The Ministers also exchanged views on the topie$ they deemed necessary for the
future agenda of the WTO.

At the end of the Conference, the Ministers adomeMlinisterial Declaration and a
Declaration on Global Electronic Commerce. Thet fxad been prepared by the General
Council through discussions amongst the WTO mengbentries. In this Declaration,
the Ministers underlined the crucial importancetlod multilateral rule-based trading
system. After recalling the financial turmoil inetlAsian countries, they rejected the use
of any protectionist measures while stressing itiy@ortance of keeping all markets open.
The Ministers also decided to consider how to imaprthe transparency of the WTO



operations in order to enhance the public undedstgrnof the MTS. They have repeated
their concern over the marginalisation of the LeBsweloped Countries, and urged
members to implement the market-access commitmantavour of these countries.
They also decided to establish a process underGemgeral Council to ensure full
implementation of the existing agreements.

The second document, Declaration on Global EleairGommerce, was proposed by the
United States. In this Declaration, the Ministehgcognising that global electronic

commerce is growing and creating new opportunittegrade”, gave an assignment to
the General Council “to establish a comprehensiogkywrogramme to examine all trade-
related issues relating to global electronic conuaerFurthermore, They requested that
“the General Council should produce a report ongtagress of the work programme
and any recommendations for action to be submitiedtheir) third session. The

Ministers further stated that “Members will continudheir current practice of not

imposing customs duties on electronic transmissiddaisters also accepted the US’

proposal to hold the Third Session in the Unitedtéd in 1999. And they elected the
USA, Pakistan, Burkina Faso and Colombia as th&e®flembers of the next session.

SESRTCIC hosts The Third Meeting of the Heads of
the National Statistical Organisations of the MembeStates
of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference in Akara

The Third Meeting of the Heads of the National iStetal Organisations of the Member
States of the Organisation of the Islamic Confeeewas held in Ankara, Republic of
Turkey, from £ to 3 June, 1998. The Meeting was attended by the reptatives of
the following Member States of the Organisatiorthef Islamic Conference: Bangladesh,
Benin, Egypt, Gambia, Indonesia, Iran, Kazakhstidawait, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco,
Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, SudamkeYu Turkmenistan and Yemen.
Representatives of the General Secretariat of il OOMCEC Co-ordination Office,
IDB, UN Economic and Social Commission for Westésia (ESCWA) also attended
the Meeting.

The Meeting was inaugurated by HE Ambassador ErHndgin, Director General of the

Centre, who welcomed the participating delegated atated that the Centre has
developed considerably since the two meetings weae held in the early years of its
establishment. HE Erdln, pointed out that, as altre§ the experience gained during the
past 20 years, the Centre has developed the capactdontribute substantially to the

promotion of co-operation among the member staitdka field of statistics, particularly

in the areas of flow and exchange of informatioompilation and dissemination of

comparable data on member country economies amisfmo of support to the statistical

activities in the member countries through techrgoaoperation arrangements.

Dr. badi Cindoruk, the founder and former Direc@eneral of the Centre who has
retired recently after twenty years of servicepasldressed the Meeting. Dr. Cindoruk,
following a brief summary of the statistics- anébimation-related work and activities of
the Centre during the early years, expressed hdidemce that the Meeting would
provide an opportunity for the delegates to exantire state of affairs in the Islamic
world in the area of statistics, renew their conmmeibts to support the Centre in its



multifarious activities, and consider ways and nsetn use the Centre resources and
facilities to establish and promote closer co-openaamongst their institutions to help
face the new global challenges.

HE Ambassador Prof. Dr. Orhan Gulvenen, Under-saigredf the State Planning
Organisation and former President of the Statetinstof Statistics of Turkey addressed
the Meeting and commended the high quality work sigdificant contributions of the
Centre in the areas of statistics, economic rekeard training. HE Glivenen stressed the
importance of information and knowledge in the eatrera of rapid globalisation which,
besides certain obvious advantages in selected afeonomic life, could if unchecked
turn out to be harmful and lead to the loss of fleenan dimension in growth and
development.

Mr. Candan Baysan, Senior Statistician at SESRTQI@sented to the Meeting a
Working Paper entitled “Collection and Disseminataf Statistics in the Member States
of the OIC and the Role Played by the SESRTCICt ws prepared for the Meeting by
the Centre. He pointed out that the national giedils organisations were the main
publishers of processed statistical data in the begroountries and went on to suggest
for consideration by the delegates a number of Waymigh which the flow of statistics
and information from the National Statistical Orgations to the Centre could be
improved. He expressed the hope that with the imgr®nts in world-wide
telecommunications, it would soon be possible te etectronic means as a more
efficient and faster way of supplying data to thene. Mr. Baysan concluded his
presentation by stating that the Centre was alwegdy to play the catalytic role given to
it in its mandate to help support the establishnaemt promotion of improved channels
of information exchange among the national statétiorganisations themselves by
keeping its facilities and resources, especiadiyveb site, at their disposal.

Brief presentations were made by Mr. Mostafa Muhaumhmed of Egypt on the
“Geographical Information System (GIS) and its iStatal Applications in Egypt”, Ms.
Nazan Teksoy of Turkey on the “Impact of Remotes8enon Official Statistics”, Mr.
Kotb Abdel Latif Salem, regional advisor of Natibacounts and Economic Statistics,
ESCWA on “Changes Between the System of Nation&@ofiots (SNA) 1993 and SNA
1968” and Mr. Loade Syafiuddin of Indonesia on “Eammental Accounting for
Sustainable Growth and Development with SpeciakeRefce to SEEA; the Indonesian
Experience”.

Then SESRTCIC presented to the Meeting another WWgiRaper, this one entitled “The
Role of National Statistical Organisations in Teicah Co-operation in the Area of
Statistics”. The paper started with a brief introlon on the importance of technical co-
operation in the multilateral framework and thegmtitals that existed in the OIC member
countries to build up facilities and highly-quadifi human capital in various sectors of
the national economies. The paper went on to desthie work undertaken by the Centre
in this respect and concluded by expressing the lioat the Meeting would assume its
role as the appropriate forum wherein this cruaggdect of overall co-operation would be
studied in detail and ideas for drawing up a mediarm technical co-operation scheme
in the area of statistics would be offered.



At the conclusion of the Meeting some recommendativere made on (a) the future
work and activities of the Centre in the area ditiStics and Information and (b) the
action to be taken by the national statistical niggtions of the member states in support
of the Centre’s activities as well as to help expand promote institutional co-operation
amongst themselves.

The Meeting agreed to express its appreciationrtobadi Cindoruk, the founder and
former Director of the Centre and its executive chelaring the first 20 years of its
operation and wished him good health and contirsuedess during his retirement.

SPECIAL ITEM: Recommendations of the Third Meeting
of the Heads of National Statistical Organisationsf
the Member States of the Organisation of the IslansiConference

1. The National Statistical Organisations (NSOs)usth provide the Centre with all
requested statistical data and information in otddrelp it fulfil its mandate in the area
of statistics. In this context, published sourcéssiech data and information should
routinely be mailed to the Centre to keep its lipraell-equipped and up-to-date. One
copy each of the questionnaire responses that 8@sNsupply regularly to the other
international agencies should be sent to the Centre

2. To facilitate a smoother and more complete fadvguch information from the NSOs,
the Centre should determine its requirements ystematic manner, make complete and
clear listings of such requirements and addresw tthieectly to the offices of the Heads
of National Statistical Organisations in the membeuntries, at regular intervals to be
determined in line with the calendar of commitmesftthe NSOs.

3. To ensure the efficiency of the information flatvwvould be advisable for the Centre
to draw up a list of socio-economic indicators mominmonly used by the Centre to be
circulated to the NSOs in the form of speciallyigeed questionnaires which would be
complemented by explanatory notes for best results.

4. For an efficient and effective follow-up of thbemmunications related to the flow of
information, data and publications from the NSOt Centre, the latter should design a
clear method of prompt acknowledgement of all makeeceived.

5. The Centre should take special care to obtaiocgss and disseminate officially
authorised statistics on the member countries, evhbking sure to include proper
annotations in cases where it would be obligeds® information and data from other
sources in some of its work.

6. Regular bi-annual meetings of the Heads of tB©8| to be held in different member
countries, should be considered as a useful andtrumtive means not only to ensure
support to the Centre in its activities in the aoéastatistics, but to help promote and
expand direct contacts and exchanges among the NM&@® highest level to help
promote OIC co-operation in this vital area. Irstbonnection, the Centre is requested to
try to organise the future meetings in all threfcafl languages of the OIC.



7. Although it was observed with great interest thame of the NSOs have embarked
upon the implementation of and/or experimentatiatin whe use of such techniques, the
high costs of the basic minimum investments neddedheir use as regular tools in
standard operations would make them prohibitivexiost of the member countries.

8. The cost element notwithstanding, it would dbtil essential for years to come to
complement these techniques with the more conveaitiand well-established statistical
tools in order to benefit from the advantages afiskeb the disadvantages of each and
achieve the best overall results.

9. Training, as the most crucial facet of techna@operation in the area of statistics, is
an important area where the needs of the NSOs yafarbthe greatest and the most
urgent.

10. The information already accumulated at the @eand that conveyed through the
guestionnaire responses show that the existing aveepresources, physical facilities
and technical capacities, on the one hand, andxpeessed needs, on the other, point to
the possibility of realising a large volume of teidal co-operation activities at different
levels and in various subject areas of statistics.

11. To render the information collected by the datguestionnaire more complete, the
Centre would be well-advised to follow-up the coetjgn of the questionnaire survey
with those NSOs from which no responses had besived.

12. Given the inadequate financial resources ofGémetre on account of both the small
size of its overall budget and the fact that orlytd 50 per cent of its annual budgets
could actually be realised due to the large nunolb&IC member countries that default
on their mandatory contributions to the Centre,l#tier could best play an enabling and
catalytic role.

13. The above notwithstanding, the Centre wouldeRpected, in co-operation and

collaboration with the NSOs, to invest a substdr#raount of effort, apply systematic

action and undertake detailed planning not onlym@tch the existing capacities and
needs for the formulation of specific technicalameration projects, but to help secure
funding for these projects from various nationagional and international sources on a
continuous basis.

14. In this connection, the Centre can compile awndely disseminate the basic

information on the existing needs and capacitiethenNSOs, design, in collaboration

with the participating organisations, the “capatciged” match-ups in the form of

specific technical co-operation projects and uradertthe necessary contacts with the
possible funding agencies to help secure finarstipport for the said projects.

15. In implementing its various activities, it wdube advisable for the Centre to work
with ‘homogeneous’ groups of member countries tddsemed according to factors like
language, geographical proximity, etc., in ordesdwe time, money and other resources.



16. In order to make available a source of inforamathat would be vital to implement
technical co-operation projects, the Centre campgme a dynamic roster of experts in
different statistical subjects that are availallédhe NSOs, as well as in the universities
and other training establishments in the membentt@s and elsewhere, and make this
list readily accessible to the NSOs and other @stied parties in the Islamic world.

17. Given the diverse nature of the statisticaivdiets that are being carried out by the
NSOs, the Centre should prepare a minimal prografomiself that would be made up
of a number of priority areas of statistical adyivielating particularly to information
exchange and technical co-operation, where it wbeldest equipped, given its means,
to meet at least some of the basic needs of thesNBQ@his connection, the organisation
of training programmes and workshops on subject®oofmon interest to the NSOs, like
sampling survey techniques, in co-operation with televant regional and international
organisations would be useful.

18. The Centre should consider the NSO in each raermbuntry as its focal point
regarding all of its activities in the area of &#ts, including technical co-operation and
training. In order to increase the efficiency tsf ielations with the NSOs and to benefit
the most from its collaboration with them, the Genwould be well-advised to acquaint
itself, to the extent possible, with the administe procedures, organisational structures
and detailed mandates of the individual NSOs. Mdualewthe NSOs could support the
Centre in its relations with their respective gowveents provided that the Centre keeps
them regularly informed about all of its activiti@stheir countries.

The Ankara Centre Hosted the 21 Meeting of the
Board of Directors of SESRTCIC in Ankara,
on 4-6 June 1998

The Twenty-first Meeting of the Board of Directas SESRTCIC was held in Ankara,

Republic of Turkey, on June 4-6, 1998. The Meetvas attended by delegates from
Bangladesh, Egypt, Gambia, Indonesia, Kuwait, RakjsSaudi Arabia and Turkey. The
Director General of the Centre and the represenetafi the OIC General Secretariat were
present as ex officio members of the Board, anddpeesentative of the COMCEC Co-
ordination Office attended the Meeting as an oleyerv

The Director General Ambassador Erding Erdiin, opehe Meeting and welcomed the
members of the Board of Directors to Turkey, theeMe and the Centre on the
Twentieth Anniversary of the establishment of SESRT. Ambassador Erdin extended
a special welcome to Dr. badi Cindoruk, the fourated former Director General of the
Centre, and paid a special tribute to him for theeptional services he had rendered at
the head of SESRTCIC since 1 June 1978. He anndulcthe Meeting that they had
decided to name the library of the Centre as “@dikCindoruk Library” in recognition
of his services to the Centre during the past tygears.

The Board of Directors started the working sessiand adopted the agenda of the
Meeting. Under Agenda Item 3, HE Ambassador Erdinglin, the Director General,
introduced the report on the activities of the @esince the last Meeting, and Mr. Ylhan
Udurel, the Executive Co-ordinator, presented te&its of the report . During the



deliberations held on the Report, the members ef Bloard discussed in detail the
financial and manpower difficulties faced by then@e.

Under Agenda Item 4, HE Ambassador Erdin introdutedproposed Budget of the
Centre for the Financial Year 1998/1999, which udeld as an integral part the Work
Programme of the Centre for the same year staoimduly 1, 1998. He explained that
the proposed Budget was composed of two main ghasidministrative Budget and the
Programme Budget. Dr. Abdelrahman Zeinelabdin, &@ae of Administration and
Finance, then, presented the details of the prapBseget.

During the deliberations that ensued, the Meetimgreciated the fact that, although no
increase was being proposed in the budget total968/1999 over that of the past year,
a certain amount of funds, albeit small, could b8 transferred from the Administrative
Budget to the Programme Budget. The Board of Damsctvent on to approve the
proposed Budget (including the Work Programme) hed €entre for 1998/1999 and
recommended its adoption by the competent OIC aitite The Meeting also made a
number of recommendations:

1. The Meeting requested that the Twenty-sixtmigtaConference of Foreign Ministers,
to be held in the Spring of 1999 in Ouagadougoukida Faso, may consider to adopt,
in addition to the Centre’s Budget for 1998/19%@ttfor 1999/2000 in the same overall
amounts, so that the problems emanating from igpeoxal of the annual budgets during
the last several years could be ended.

2. The Meeting requested the Centre to make thessacy arrangements to encourage
the Member countries who were in arrears to thett€snbudgets to make use of the
renewed special formula for back payments in otdemeet their commitments at an
early date. The Meeting also welcomed the initatigken by the Centre to undertake
country visits in order to secure payment of cdmitions to the Centre’s budget through
direct contacts with the concerned authoritieshi@ individual countries. The Meeting
urged the Centre to further expand its efforts éwelop modalities to secure additional
funds by selling its publications and services.

3. The Meeting requested the Centre to intens#efforts to cooperate and collaborate
with the relevant regional and international orgations in formulating joint activities,
projects and programmes on a cost-sharing basis.

OIC NEWS

IDB’s Consultative Meeting of OIC Member
Countries to Prepare for the 24 WTO
Ministerial Conference in Jeddah

Mr. Selim Ylkin, Senior Economist at the Centretentled the Islamic Development
Bank’s Consultative Meeting of OIC Member CountriesPrepare for the"2 WTO
Ministerial Conference. The Meeting, organisededdhh on 28-29 April 1998, was an



effort on the part of the IDB to prepare OIC Meml@ountries to the Ministerial
Conference that was scheduled to take place or018a% 1998 in Geneva.

The participants of the Meeting expressed theirepation to the President of the IDB
and other officials for their efforts in assistitige OIC Member Countries to participate
more actively in the WTO and enabling them to cepth the challenges faced in
integrating into the Multilateral Trading Systerhwlas emphasised that special attention
should be given to implementation issues in generad those in Agriculture, Textiles
and clothing, in particular. The participants almphasised the importance for OIC
Ministers to get together prior to the WTO Minisa&Meeting in Geneva.

Furthermore, the Meeting expressed its satisfadtian efforts being undertaken by the
IDB in assisting countries in the process of adoes® the WTO are bearing fruit.

Sectoral Expert Group Meeting on the Implementationof the OIC Plan of Action in
the Area of Technology and Technical Co-operation

The Sectoral Expert Group Meeting on the Implemténeof the OIC Plan of Action in
the Area of “Technology and Technical Co-operdtimas held in Istanbul from 6 to 8
May 1998. Eighteen member countries and one obsepuntry of the OIC attended the
Meeting. The representatives of the General Se@etnd seven subsidiary, specialised
and affiliated institutions of the OIC also atteddbe Meeting.

Mr. Timugin Sanalan, Deputy Under-secretary of $itete Planning Organisation of the
Republic of Turkey, opened the Meeting. Mr. Sanakmphasised the importance of
such meetings in starting the implementation ofrteer OIC Plan of Action in line with
the new principles and operational modalities cioeth in the OIC Strategy and the Plan
of Action.

HE Ambassador Motahar Hossain, Director of EconoAfiairs of the OIC General
Secretariat, delivered a message from HE Dr. Azeddaraki, Secretary General of the
OIC, emphasising the importance of the OIC PlaAaion in furthering economic and
commercial co-operation among the member countries.

After the election of the Bureau of the Meeting amdoption of the Agenda, the
Background Report of the General Secretariat wasgmted. The Meeting, then, heard a
presentation by the Islamic Development Bank camogrthe activities and facilities of
the Bank relating to technical assistance and feahoo-operation.

Under Agenda Item 6, SESRTCIC presented a workiagep entitled “Proposals on
Means/Modalities of Implementation and Informati®equirements in the Area of
Technology and Technical Co-operation.”, where itetaproposals were advanced to
prepare the ground for specific project proposatslen each of the programmes
contained in the Chapter of the Plan of Action urasideration.

Under Agenda Item 7, SESRTCIC presented a docuerditted “Project Proposals and
Project Committees in the Area of Technology andhhéal Co-operation”, in order to
facilitate the deliberations of the Meeting,.



The delegates went on to consider and deliberaia uarious project proposals and joint
schemes presented by a number of member counthiesMeeting also noted the thirty-

six projects submitted to COMSTECH by eighteen MemSBtates and agreed that they
may also be considered. It was also decided thabitld be possible for new project

proposals to be sent to the General Secretariat &fter the conclusion of the Meeting,

especially by the member countries that have riehdéed the Meeting. It was agreed to
make a strong appeal to the Member States to fdnteathe General Secretariat their
responses to the project proposals already mad®a@s as possible, preferably by 1
October 1998 at the latest, in order to facilitdte establishment and early activation of
the project committees in the case of the projgetshave mustered sufficient interest.

14™ Meeting of the Follow-up Committee of the StandingCommittee for Economic
and Commercial Co-operation of the Organisation ofthe Islamic Conference
(COMCEC)

The Fourteenth Meeting of the Follow-up Committdetlee Standing Committee for

Economic and Commercial Co-operation of the Orgdita of the Islamic Conference

(COMCEC) was held in Ystanbul, from 9 to 11 May 89Fhe representatives of nine
Member States of the Committee, the General Se@tetand five subsidiary, specialised
and affiliated institutions of the OIC attended Meeting. The Meeting was inaugurated
by Mr. Timucin Sanalan, Deputy Under-secretarytef State Planning Organisation of
Turkey, on behalf of HE Ipyn Celebi, Minister ofaB# of the Republic of Turkey.

HE Suleyman Demirel, President of the Republic offkEBy and Chairman of the
COMCEC, in his message to the Meeting, underliredsubstantial developments that
have taken place world-wide, since the COMCEC becaperational in 1984, and the
fact that globalisation has started to make itectf felt more and more everyday to
shape the future of the World. While wishing suscés the Meeting, HE Demirel
expressed his confidence that the agenda of thieG@KCEC Session to be finalised by
the Committee and the ensuing work by the Ministiérsmselves will provide an
opportunity for the member countries of the OlG&diberate and agree upon joint action
to face the global challenges being raised.

The Meeting also heard the message of HE Dr. Areddiaraki, the OIC Secretary
General, which was delivered by HE Ambassador Natkallo, Assistant Secretary
General of OIC. HE Laraki, stressing the weightemonomic and commercial co-
operation issues on the overall agenda of the @iCthe important role that was being
played in this vital area by the COMCEC, thanked PiEsident Sileyman Demirel for
his efforts, as Chairman of COMCEC, and the TurkiGlovernment for their
contributions towards making this Summit commitéesethe most important OIC forum
where the crucial economic issues of the day weregbtaken up in detail by the OIC
countries in order to develop effective respongethe global challenges being faced
collectively.

The Meeting, then, heard the Background ReporhefGeneral Secretariat, which was
followed by a report on the implementation of tHanPof Action. Additional reports
were presented by the representatives of the Ol@Gef@é Secretariat, the Islamic



Development Bank, the Islamic Centre for Developmeh Trade and the Islamic
Chamber of Commerce and Industry regarding WTO Mgstand related issues.

Under Agenda Item 6, the Committee considered tredt[3tatute of the Standards and
Metrology Institute and recommended, for consideraby the Fourteenth Session of the
COMCEC, a clarifying amendment in the relevantcéetiof the Statute concerning
financial contributions to be made towards the latslgf the Institute. The Committee
noted with appreciation the willingness of the &tat Palestine to host the headquarters
of the Standard and Metrology Institute (SMIIC)Ralestine, after the initial period of
three years during which the headquarters will dstdd by Turkey.

Under Agenda Item 7, the representatives of the CEM Co-ordination Office made a
presentation on the preparations for the exchariggews on “Intra-OIC Trade and
Investments, Economic Stabilisation and StructReflorms in Member Countries” to be
conducted during the f4Session of the COMCEC.

Under Agenda Item 8, the Committee considered treftDAgenda of the Fourteenth
Session of the COMCEC to be held from 1 to 4 Novembd98, in Ystanbul. The

Committee reviewed the Draft Agenda and decideslitomit it to the Fourteenth Session
of the COMCEC.

At its closing session, chaired by HE Ambassaddrayd akyp, Head of the Delegation
of the Republic of Turkey, the Committee adoptediieport together with its annexes.

Consultative Meeting of OIC Member Countries in Conunction
with the WTO Ministerial Conference held in Geneva

The Consultative Meeting of OIC Countries in Comuon with the Second WTO
Ministerial Conference was held in two session&éneva on 17 and 20 May 1998. Mr.
Oker Gurler, Senior Economist, represented the SE3R in the Meeting. During the
first session, the delegations from the OIC mentoeintries expressed their opinions on
the Ministerial Declaration, and made comments ba WTO activities and the
implementation of WTO Agreements. They also stabedneed to improve co-operation
and co-ordination among the member countries of @€ in relation to the WTO
activities and trade talks. They proposed to camtiwith similar consultation meetings
in the future within the OIC.

During the second session, the delegations evautie outcome of the Ministerial
Conference, and tried to find answers to the qoests to what needed to be done to face
the challenges that may arise during the talkgedlo the future agenda of the WTO.
They also tried to develop ways and means to imgm@ordination and co-operation
amongst the OIC countries. The participants progosger alia:

1. To prepare studies to evaluate the impact ofampntation of the WTO agreement on
the economies of the OIC Member States,

2. To establish an Ad-Hoc Working Group to prepareonsolidated OIC position with
respect to the WTO agenda,



3. To convene a series of Expert Group Meetingditouss various facets of the WTO
agenda,

4. To start a series of Consultation Meetings inn&@a amongst the permanent
representations of the Member States,

5. To include the evaluation of WTO activities ahe discussion of its future agenda
into the COMCEC as an agenda item.

6. To request the IDB to prepare a study analyshwy results of the Ministerial
Conference.

Second Meeting on Preparing the Islamic Ummah fortte 21st Century

The Second Meeting on Preparing the Ummabh for twenty-first Century was held in
Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran on 13-14 Ju@68. The General Secretariat of the
OIC, the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), the Islan@entre for the Development of
Trade (ICDT), the Islamic Chamber of Commerce amdustry ICCI), the Statistical,
Economic and Social Research and Training Centrdstamic Countries for Islamic
Countries (SESRTCIC) and’he Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (ISESCQarticipated in the Meeting.

The meeting was inaugurated by HE Sabah Zangan#assador to the Permanent
Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to OIC, deth. The Meeting listened to HE
Ambassador Ali A. Mojtahed Shabestari who delivetfesistatement of the host country,
and emphasised the vital importance of the OIC dst@nCommittees and institutions in
exploring the challenges posed by the advent oRflst century, and the need to design
the adequate responses. The Meeting then listenEleE tAmbassador Motahar Hossain,
Director of the Economic Affairs Department of {B€C, who briefed the Meeting on the
chronology of the progress of the IDB documentton21st century through COMCEC,
the Eighth OIC Summit and the 25th ICFM, includihg related consultative meetings
held on the initiative of IDB to examine and impeothe document. Finally, the Meeting
listened to HE Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Ali, the IDB paesit, who called for delineation
of specific areas of action and specification ofinde targets for the Ummah to be
achieved within the next three years. The Meetindgpsequently listened to the
presentation of papers submitted by the partiaiga®IC Institutions.

HE Ambassador Erding Erdin, the Director GeneralSESRTCIC, emphasised the
importance of viewing the IDB initiative as an etfto contribute to the implementation
of the 1994 OIC Plan of Action through concrete aldks to be developed in the
specific areas delineated in the IDB document. Dhvector General of ICDT, indicated
that major changes are affecting the world econdoiipwing the signing of the
Marrakesh Agreements, the emergence of economés labindustrialised countries and
acceleration of the globalization trend. ICCI's papresented an active programme of
projects to be implemented in the next three yeane IDB paper outlined a broad
approach in devising an appropriate agenda thatbeapursued immediately as a first



step to translate the recommendations containetthénOIC resolution into practical
programs.

Following the presentations of the different ingiins, there was a general discussion
centring on the Summit Resolution and on how todia@e its recommendations into
practical programmes with qualitative and quantigattargets in the priority areas
specified by the Resolution. The implementation alibés for the selected areas of
focus were determined as Training under Human ReselDevelopment, Expansion of
Intra-OIC Trade under Trade and Investment, andlthlemnd Literacy under Basic
Needs. Special task forces, comprising the rel&tigl institutions, were established in
each of these areas in order to effectively folloyw the implementation of the
Resolution.

In the closing session, the Meeting approved itpdRe together with its annexes, and
suggested to hold future meetings of the groupeasi:®would arise.

Centre Experts on Temporary Assignment at the Geneal Secretariat of ECO

The Director of Technical Co-operation and TrainiDgpartment, Selim lIlkin, and
Senior Statistician Candan Baysan undertook a abeisit to the General Secretariat of
the Economic Co-operation Organisation in Tehramfl3 to 21 June 1998. They were
on temporary assignment to hold consultations with staff of ECO and to prepare a
report on the measures needed to be implementedommection with the work
programme of two newly-established directorateE@0O.

The directorates in question are the DirectoratEa@nomic Research and Statistics and
the Directorate of Project Research. The first isnenvisioned to develop and maintain
some databases, a library and a computer centiés thle second one would organise
training programmes and technical co-operatiorviiets. The ECO General Secretariat,
in full recognition of the experience and profiagnof the SESRTCIC in these two
areas, had sought the assistance of some expamofir Centre last January. Since all
of the 10 ECO members are also members of the ©DW@s felt that it would be highly
appropriate to make use of the Centre’s experiandeknow-how in the implementation
of this particular project. The visit was finand®da grant made by the IDB.

The Centre experts, who took several documentspaibtications of the Centre along
with them, also had the chance, during this vidithaking a brief demonstration of the
Centre’s web site on a CD. The copies of the repbthe visit prepared by the Centre
staff were already sent to both the Secretary G¢io¢ECO and the President of IDB.

*kkkkhkkk

Centre’s Compuer Expert Systems Analyst Attends TINC Meeting in Casablanca,
23-24 June 1998

Mr. Talat Onci attended "2nd Meeting of TINIC's idatl Focal Points" in Casablanca
organised by ICDT which was about "Information Teclogies at the Service of Trade
Promotion". The meeting was attended by the reptatees from 8 member countries
and 6 international organisations.



The Centre prepared and presented a paper titigrithation Technologies at the
Service of SESRTCIC: The Influence of Technologit@hovations on the Centre's
Activities" in the first session of the meetingeaafthe basic background document of
ICDT. The paper explained the influence of techgwlal innovations involving the tasks
of collecting, processing and distribution of hugdumes of data. It emphasised that,
SESRTCIC, from the very beginning of its establisimin tried to organise the data in the
form of databases to help the users in accessidgpaocessing the data easily. It
described the recent developments triggered byntpertance of the Internet in the area
of data distribution and handling and the launctohghe Centre's WEB Site, InfoBase,
in June 1997. The presentation also stated thaguse of lack of access to Internet in
certain member states, it was also distributedDARROM form to several addresses. The
report concluded by stating that the new innovatiare continuously monitored so that,
this WEB Site could be redesigned in order the Bugipe users with the following
additional features:

* On-line database search and formatting,
* On-line data entry and editing,

» User-forums, and

* Channels for Internet Explorer 4.0.

Copies of the above-mentioned CDs were also digei to the participants by Mr.
Oncd.

In the meeting, each of the attending National Fd®aints of the member states
explained the Internet supported trade activitreshieir countries as well as databases
which help international users to get informatidioat country trade data. International
Trade Centre of UNCTAD/WTO (ITC) and Islamic Devahoent Bank (IDB) also made
presentations in the meeting describing their vieat®ut the current topic. IDB's
presentation included a brief description of therent status of OICIS-NET.

CENTRE’'S AGENDA FOR THE
THIRD QUARTER OF 1998

SESRTCIC will participate in the following activiti es during the third quarter of
1998:

JULY
* UN-OIC Co-ordination Meeting, organised by UN, 13-July, 1998,
Geneva.

e Tenth Annual Conference on Socio-economics (SASEN6 July,
1998, Vienna.

» 1998 Annual Conference of World Future Society @)FL8-22 July,
1998, Chicago.



AUGUST
e Country visit to Sudan

SEPTEMBER

» European Economic Association Meeting (EEA) 2-pt8mber,
1998, Berlin

* International Conference on Developing Countries druguay
Round Agreements (AC&UNDP) 8-10 September, 1@58r0.

» Workshop on Agriculture (AC&FAOQO) 12-23 Septemht998,
Babolsar, Iran

» Seminar on Human Resource Development and Po&#eyiation
(IIT) 13-15 September 1998, Dhaka, Bangladesh

» Regional Training Seminar on Applications of Swidd Terrain
Database (FAO&AC) 20-27 September 1998, Damascus

* Training Seminar on Sustainability Issues and Emvnental
Considerations in agricultural Policy Analysisi@Planning
(AC&FAO) 20 September-1 October 1998, Cairo.

» Meeting of OIC Finance Control Organ (OIC)GS) $ember 1998,
Jeddah.

» Country Visit to Tunisia and Morocco, 28-29 Sepibem1998.

» Workshop on Stabilisation Restructuring and Expansf Trade
(AC&ICDT) 30 September-2 October 1998, Casablanca

ANKARA CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

Latest Publications

WHAT'S NEW IN THE CENTRE'’S LIBRARY

The Centre’s library receives publications from &rnational organisations such as the
United Nations and its agencies, and serves as tepository library for all the
publications of the World Bank.



It also receives a widening range of statisticallpications, reference works as well as
periodicals, reviews and newsletters, on a variefytopics of interest to the OIC
Community as a whole, from the national institutigrof the OIC member countries.

Latest Acquisitions

The following is a selection among the publicatioasquired by the Centre during the
second quarter of 1998:

BENNEH, George, Wiliam B. Morgan and Juha I. Uif@&ditors), Sustaining the Future:
Economic, Social, and Environmental Change in Sula&ran Africa. Tokyo, The United
Nations University, 1996.

GILBAR, Gag G.,Population Dilemmas in the Middle East.ondon, Frank Cass, 1997.

GILLESPIE, Richard (Ed. By)The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership: Political and &nomic
Perspectived.ondon, Frank Cass, 1997.

Gulf Energy and the World: Challenges and Threatdbu Dhabi, The Emirates Center for
Strategic Studies and Research, 1997.

HARPER, Malcolm (Ed. By)Partnership Financing for Small Enterprise: Some keons
from Islamic Credit Systemd.ondon, Intermediate Technology Publications, 1997

KONI, Hasan (Ed. By)The Contribution of Turkey for Reconstruction and &elopment of
Palestine Ankara, Ankara University and Friedrich-Naumaroufidation in Turkey, 1995.

MADDY-WEITZMAN, Bruce, Middle East Contemporary Survey: Volume XIX, 1995.
Jerusalrm, Tel Aviv University, 1997



