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UPDATE ON ANKARA CENTRE 

ACTIVITIES 
 

 

 
Workshop on Technical Cooperation in the Area of 

Business Incubators among the OIC Countries 
 

 
The Centre, in collaboration with the Middle East 
Technical University, Directorate of Development of 
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (METU-KOSGEB), 
and with the financial support of the Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB), organised a Training Workshop on 
“Technical Cooperation in the Area of Business 
Incubators (BIs) among the OIC Member Countries” in 
Ankara, Turkey, on 14-16 March 2002. The Workshop 
was held on the premises of METU-KOSGEB. 
 
Participants from Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Sudan, 
Syria, Turkey, Yemen and the Islamic Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry attended the Workshop. 
 
Ambassador Erdinç Erdün, Director General of the 
SESRTCIC, delivered the inaugural speech. In his 
address, Ambassador Erdün stated that the results of the 
experiments carried out worldwide to promote and 
support Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) 
through business incubators have been encouraging. The 
Director General of the Centre indicated that the 
Workshop was the second to be organised by the Centre 
within the framework of its efforts to contribute to the 
success of the COMCEC initiative which, in October 
2000, had devoted a special agenda item to the vital 
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subject of SMEs. The Director 
General also pointed out that 

cooperation among the OIC Member Countries was

needed in order to enhance the role of 
SMEs and to utilise their large 
development potential through measures at 
the national and regional levels. 
 
Experts from METU, METU-KOSGEB 
and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation (UNIDO) as 
well as successful entrepreneurs delivered 
lectures during the Workshop in which they 
presented innovative approaches to the 
design, establishment, management and 
improvement of business incubators. 
 
More specifically, the lecturers enabled the 
participants to gain insights and develop 
ideas about the various steps to be taken in 
order to set up a business incubator. These 
steps included: 
 
(a) Conducting a sensitisation campaign on 
incubator concepts, problems and prospects; 
 

(b) Carrying out a feasibility study to 
identify the main stakeholders, 
entrepreneurs, purposes and costs; 
 

(c) Preparing a detailed business plan to 
elaborate the main parameters, select 
and/or renovate suitable vacant building 
space, establish criteria for selection of 
entrepreneurs, and prepare a detailed 
implementation plan; 

(d) The implementation phase, during which 
the managing board starts its functions, an 
incubator management team is recruited and 
trained, entrepreneurs are carefully selected, 
operating practices are determined, building 
renovation and equipment procurement 
completed, and operations started (the above 
preparatory work normally requires 9 to 12 
months in most developing countries; the 
work is best undertaken by a local working 
group assisted by international consultants 
as needed); 
 
(e) The subsidised initial operation phase, 
for three to four years, until such time as 
the incubator income is sufficient to meet 
operating expenses; and 
 
(f) Monitoring and globalisation of 
operations to enhance performance and link 
the incubator to international associations 
and tenants. 
 
The participants rated the Workshop as 
highly successful. They recommended that 
follow-up workshops on business 
incubators be organised in their respective 
countries by the Centre, in collaboration 
with the relevant national institutions. The 
proceedings of the Workshop including its 
recommendations will be published by the 
Centre in due time. 

 

 

OIC NEWSOIC NEWSOIC NEWSOIC NEWS    
 

 
 

25th Session of the Islamic Commission for Economic, Cultural and Social Affairs 
 
 
The 25th Session of the Islamic Commission 
for Economic, Cultural and Social Affairs 
was held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on 19-23 
January 2002. Delegations from 35 OIC 
Member States attended the Meeting. The 
OIC General Secretariat, SESRTCIC, the 
Research Centre for Islamic History, Art 

and Culture (IRCICA), the Islamic Centre 
for the Development of Trade (ICDT), the  
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Islamic University of Technology (IUT), the 
Islamic Development Bank (IDB), the 
Islamic Scientific, Educational and Cultural 
Organisation (ISESCO), the Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) 
and the Organisation of Shipowners’ 
Association (OISA) also attended the 
Meeting. Director General Ambassador 
Erdinç Erdün and the Director of Economic 
and Social Research Department, Mr. Oker 
Gürler, represented SESRTCIC at the 
Meeting. 
 
The Commission elected Sudan as its 
Chairman; Bangladesh, Mozambique and 
Palestine as Vice Chairmen, and Mali as 
Rapporteur. 
 
After adopting its Agenda and Work 
Programme, the Islamic Commission met as 
the Joint General Assembly of the 
Subsidiary Organs of the OIC. In this 
capacity, the Commission took up the latter’s 
activities and budgets. In this connection, the 
Director General Ambassador Erdinç Erdün 
presented his report on the Centre’s 
activities. The Commission expressed its 
appreciation of the Centre’s success in 
realising its work programme in all fields, 
and commended the in-depth studies the 
Centre presented to the 28th ICFM, the 17th 
Session of the COMCEC, the Second 
Islamic Conference of Ministers of Tourism 
of the OIC Member States, the Experts 
Group Meeting to Explore Ways and Means 
of Accelerating the Implementation of the 
Plan of Action to Strengthen Economic and 
Commercial Co-operation and the Workshop 
on the Effects of Non-Tariff Barriers on 
Trade Expansion between the OIC Member 
States. The Commission also commended 
the Centre’s activities in the areas of 
statistics and information, and training and 
technical co-operation. 
 
Following the presentation of the 
SESRTCIC report by the Director General, 
the Commission adopted the Report on the 
Activities of the Centre for the year 
2000/2001. It then considered the Final 

Accounts of the Centre for Financial Year 
2000/2001 and the Budget Proposal for 
Financial Year 2002/2003 and recommended 
submitting them to the next session of the 
Permanent Finance Committee. 
 
The Commission recommended that support 
be extended to the OIC Organs and 
Institutions and called on Member States to 
settle their mandatory contributions to the 
budgets of the subsidiary organs on a regular 
basis. In addition, it urged the Subsidiary 
Organs to exert further efforts to publicise 
their activities and called on Member States 
to expand the scope and prospects of their 
co-operation with them by intensifying their 
active and effective participation in the work 
of these institutions. 
 
The Commission then resumed its 
proceedings as the Islamic Commission for 
Economic, Cultural and Social Affairs. In 
this capacity, it considered a number of 
economic, cultural and social issues of 
concern to the OIC member countries. 
Finally, it adopted the draft 
recommendations on these issues for their 
submission to the 29th ICFM scheduled to 
be held in Khartoum, Sudan, on 25-27 June 
2002. 
 
In the economic field, the Commission 
took up a number of issues on its agenda 
including the international financial 
architecture, the multilateral trading 
system, implications of the establishment 
of regional and international economic 
groupings, economic problems of the least 
developed countries, external debt and 
poverty problems, and establishment of an 
Islamic Common Market. 
 
The Commission took note, with 
appreciation, of the study prepared and 
submitted by the SESRTCIC on the 
establishment of an Islamic Stock 
Exchange Union and requested the 
SESRTCIC and the ICDT to undertake the 
necessary studies on creating a mechanism 
for cooperation among the OIC Member 
States in the areas of financial markets and 
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clearing of stocks and bonds, without such 
studies leading to the creation of any new 
bodies but the activation of existing 
mechanisms in such fields. 
 
On the sidelines of the Meeting, the Third 
Consultative Meeting for Promoting 
Economic and Trade Co-operation amongst 
the OIC Institutions was held at IDB 
Headquarters on 20th January 2002. 
Participants discussed the preparations for 
the Expert Group Meeting on Private Sector 
Investment and the Role of the IDB and 
agreed that the date of the meeting would be 
determined later after consultations between 
the COMCEC Co-ordination Office and the 
IDB. The SESRTCIC informed the Meeting 
that it had already started to prepare its 
paper on “Promoting Private Sector 
Investments in OIC Member Countries”. 

In another development, the participants 
agreed to exchange the texts of the 
memoranda of understanding (MOUs) 
concluded among them and to put the texts of 
these MOUs on their internet websites. They 
also agreed to publish the calendar of their 
activities on their websites. The next meeting 
amongst the OIC Institutions will be held 
concurrently with the Eighteenth Session of 
the COMCEC in Istanbul in October 2002. 

 
 

OTHER MEETINGSOTHER MEETINGSOTHER MEETINGSOTHER MEETINGS    
 
 
 

33rd Session of the UN Statistical Commission, New York, USA 

 
 

The UN Statistical Commission held its 
33rd Session at United Nations 
Headquarters from 5 to 8 March 2002. The 
Session was attended by States members of 
the Commission, observers for other States, 
representatives of organisations of the UN 
system and observers for intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organisations. The 
Director General of the SESRTCIC, 
Ambassador Erdinç Erdün, also attended 
the Meeting. 
 
The Commission discussed mainly the 
following topics: Demographic and social 
statistics; economic statistics; natural 
resources and environmental statistics; and 
statistical capacity building. 
 
The full text of the draft report, which 
contains a detailed account of the actions 

taken by the Commission with respect to 
all of the above-mentioned topics, can be 
downloaded from the UNSD website. The 
documents submitted to the Session may be 
found on the same site. 
 
Over and above its intrinsic interest as a 
forum where vital statistical issues were 
discussed and important resolutions 
adopted, the UNSD Session gave the 
Director General of the SESRTCIC the 
opportunity to meet his counterparts and 
have a useful exchange of views with the 
members of the OIC Mission to the UN. 
 
It was decided that the Thirty-fourth 
Session of the UNSD would be held on 4-7 
March 2003. 
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CENTRE’S AGENDA FOR THE 

SECOND QUARTER OF 2002 
 

 

APRIL 
 

14-17 April, 30th Session of the Permanent 
Finance Committee, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 
 
 

MAY 
 
10-11 May, 18th Meeting of the Follow-up 
Committee of the COMCEC, Istanbul, 
Turkey. 
13-17 May, Expert Meeting on Irrigation 
Advisory and Training Services, Tunis, 
Tunisia. 
 
JUNE 
 

3-5 June, First Conference of the Arab 
Forum on Human Development, Cairo, 
Egypt. 
 

3-14 June, Training Workshop on 
“Geographic Information Systems and 
Remote Sensing”, Ankara, Turkey. 
 
17-27 June, Regional Training Workshop on 
“Multi-Sector Agriculture Policy Analysis 
for Central Asian Countries”, Kyrgyzstan. 
 
25-27 June, 29th Session of the Islamic 
Conference of Foreign Ministers, 
Khartoum, Sudan. 

 

    

ANKARA CENTRE PUBLICATIONS 

    
 
Latest Publications 

 
Training Opportunities 2002, trilingual: 
English, French and Arabic. 
 
InfoReport, vol.14, issue no.48, English, 
French and Arabic Editions. 
 
Journal of Economic Cooperation among 
Islamic Countries, English, vol.23, issue 
no.1, 2002. 
 
Journal of Economic Cooperation, Arabic, 
vol.23, 2002. 
 
SESRTCIC Reports 2001-2002. 
 
Foreign Investment Legislation of the OIC 
Countries. 
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Documents 

 
Reports for the Twenty-fifth Session of the 
Islamic Commission for Economic, 
Cultural and Social Affairs, 19-23 January 
2002, Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
 
Transport in the OIC Countries and 
Modalities for Strengthening Cooperation, 
report prepared for the Expert Group 

Meeting on Transport, to be held in Cairo, 
Arab Republic of Egypt. 
 
Documents for the Thirtieth Session of the 
Permanent Finance Committee, 14-17 April 
2002, Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
 
Reports for the Twenty-ninth Islamic 
Conference of Foreign Ministers, 25-27 June 
2002, Khartoum, Republic of the Sudan. 

 

    

WHAT’S NEW IN THE CENTRE LIBRARYWHAT’S NEW IN THE CENTRE LIBRARYWHAT’S NEW IN THE CENTRE LIBRARYWHAT’S NEW IN THE CENTRE LIBRARY    
    

 
OIC COUNTRIES SOURCES 
 
ALGERIA 
 
Office National des Statistiques. Natalité, 

Fecondité et Reproduction des Femmes 
Algériennes (Données Statistiques, no: 
332), September 2001. 

 
 
 
 
BAHRAIN 
 
Bahrain Monetary Agency. Bahrain Dinar 

Digest, 1(1), 2002. 
 
Bahrain Monetary Agency. Quarterly 

Statistical Bulletin, 27(4), 2001. 
BANGLADESH 
 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. National 

Accounts Statistics: (Gross Domestic 
Product, 2000-2001. June 2001. 

 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. Statistical 

Bulletin Bangladesh, August 2001. 
 
EGYPT 
 
Central Bank of Egypt. Economic Review, 

51(2, 3), 2000/2001. 
 
National Bank of Egypt. Economic 

Bulletin, 54(1-2), 2001. 

 
GUINEA 
 
Banque Centrale de la République de 

Guinée. Bulletin Mensuel d’Information 
et de Statistiques, no:00 &01/Juillet & 
Aout 2001. 

 
Banque Centrale de la République de 

Guinée. Rapport Annuel d’Activités, au 31 
Décembre, 2000. 

 
IRAN 
 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Management & 

Planning Organisation, Statistical Centre 
of Iran. Iran Statistical Digest 1378 
[March 1999-March 2000]. 

 
KUWAIT 
 
Central Bank of Kuwait. Monthly Monetary 

Statistics, 22(10, 11, 12), 2001. 
 
Central Bank of Kuwait. Quarterly 

Statistical Bulletin, 27(3), 2001. 
 
LEBANON 
 
Banque du Liban. Monthly Bulletin, no: 

87& 88, 2001. 
 
MALAYSIA 
 
Department of Statistics, Malaysia. 

Yearbook of Statistics Malaysia, 2001. 
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OMAN 
 
Sultanate of Oman, Ministry of National 

Economy. Monthly Statistical Bulletin: 
Social and Economic Indicators, 13(1), 
2002. 

 
QATAR 
 
Qatar Central Bank. Quarterly Statistical 

Bulletin, 20(3), 2001. 
 
TURKEY 
 
Kunter, K. and N. Janssen. Credibility of 

Monetary Regimes: Is Inflation Targeting 
Different? Ankara: The Central Bank of 
the Republic of Turkey, 2002. 

 
State Institute of Statistics Prime Ministry 

Republic of Turkey. The Summary of 
Agricultural Statistics, 1981-2000. 

 
State Institute of Statistics Prime Ministry 

Republic of Turkey. Turkish Economy 
Statitics and Analysis, October-December 
2001. 

 
The Central Bank of the Republic of 

Turkey. Quarterly Bulletin, 3 & 4, 2001. 
 
The Istanbul Chamber of Commerce. Price 

Indices, February 2002. 
 
TURKMENISTAN 
 
Turkmenistanyn Milli Dowlet Hasabaty 

We Maglumatlar Instituty 
(Turkmenmillihasabat). Turkmenistanyn 
Yyllyk Hasabat Nesiri, 1996-2000. 

 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
(Books in Arabic) 
 
Abdullah Hassan Mohammed. Banking 

Operations in UAE Law and Legislature: 
A Comparative Study. UAE: UAE 
University, 2001. 

 
Abduluwahed Karam. Obligation Provisions 

in the UAE: Civil Transactions Law. 

Hussein Youssef Ghanaim. Commercial 
Documents: According to UAE 
Commercial Transactions Law no: 18 for 
the Year 1993. UAE: UAE University, 
2001. 

 
Mahmoud Ali Al Daoud… (et al.). 

Contemporary Arab Unification 
Experiences: The Experience of the UAE. 
Beirut: Centre of Arab Unity Studies, 
1999. 

 
Mohammed Fares El Fares. Economic 

Situation in Sahil (Coast) Emirates 
(Presently State of UAE) 1862-1965. Abu 
Dhabi: The Emirates Centre for Strategic 
Studies and Research, 2000. 

 
Mohammed Medhat Jaber Abduljalil 

Zayed. Traditional Architecture in U.A.E. 
Al Ain. Zayed Centre for Heritage and 
History, [2001]. 

 
Mohammed Sayed Mohammed Othman. 

Oil. UAE: UAE University, 2001. 
 
Najib Abdullah Shamsi. Banking Sector 

and Monetary Policy in UAE (1946-
1998). UAE: Al Masar for Studies, 
Consultancies and Publications, 1999. 

 
Najib Abdullah Shamsi. Investment 

Environment in UAE: Components, 
Challenges and Opportunities. UAE: Al 
Masar for Studies, Consultancies and 
Publications, 2001. 

 
Rashed Bin Hamid Culture and Sciences 

Prize Winning Works: Level of 
Researchers. Ajman: Ummul Momenin 
Woman Society, Ajman, 2000. 

 
Seminar on the Future of Electric Energy in 

the State of the United Arab Emirates (20-
21 May 1998): Culture and Science 
Seminar: Dubai: Cultural Foundation, 
National Library, 1998. 
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THE WORLD BANK SOURCES 
 
Carmichael, J. and M. Pomerleano. The 

Development and Regulation of Non-
Bank Financial Institutions. Washington, 
DC: WB, 2002. 

 
Consulting Services Manual: A 

Comprehensive Guide to Selection of 
Consultants. Washington, DC: WB, 2002. 

 
Csaki, C. and Z. Lerman. The Challenge of 

Rural Development in the EU Accession 
Countries: Third World Bank / FAO EU 
Accession Workshop, Sofia, Bulgaria, June 
17-20, 2000. Washington, DC: WB, 2001. 

 
Funk, B. and L. Pizzati (eds.). Labor, 

Employment, and Social Policies in the 
EU Enlargement Process: Changing 
Perspectives and Policy Options. 
Washington, DC: WB, 2002. 

 
Gwin, C. IDA`s Partnership for Poverty 

Reduction: an Independent Evaluation of 
Fiscal Years 1994-2000. Washington, 
DC: WB, 2002. 

 
Haan, C. de …(et al.). Livestock 

Development: Implications for Rural 
Poverty, the Environment, and Global 
Food Security. Washington, DC: World 
Bank, 2001. 

 

Isard, P. …(et al.). Methodology for 
Current Account and Exchange Rate 
Assessments. Washington, DC: 
International Monetary Fund, 2001. 

 
Kingebiel, D. and L. Laeven (eds.). 

Managing the Real and Fiscal Effects of 
Banking Crises. Washington, DC: WB, 
2002. 

 
Kyrgyz Republic; Fiscal Sustainability 

Study. Washington, DC: WB, 2001. 
 
Narayan, D. and P. Petesch. Voices of the 

Poor from Many Lands. Washington, DC: 
WB, 2002. 

 
Robb, C. M. Can the Poor Influence 

Policy? Participatory Poverty 
Assessments in the Developing World. 2nd 
ed. Washington, DC: WB, 2002. 

 
Siegelbaum, P. J. …(et al.). Structural 

Adjustment in the Transition: Case 
Studies from Albania, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyz 
Republic, and Moldova. Washington, DC: 
WB, 2002. 

 
Soubbotina, T. P. and K. A. Sheram. 

Beyond Economic Growth: Meeting the 
Challenges of Global Development. 
Washington, DC: WB, 2000. 
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