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REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR
ENHANCED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY
AND IMPROVED FOOD SECURITY

The Centre organised, in collaboration with the dcaad
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FA
and the Secretariat of the Community of Sahel-Sah
States (CEN-SAD), a regional policy seminar

“Coordination and Harmonization of Policies to Enba
Agricultural Productivity and Competitiveness wittthe
CEN-SAD Community”. The Seminar was held

Tripoli, Libya, on 10-11 July 2005 and attended 2iy
senior planning and policy officers from twelve CH
SAD member countries. Mr. Jalel Chouchane, Assig
Director General, represented the Centre at therdem

The Seminar aimed at contributing to the promotibra
policy dialogue and a wider consultation at theioegl
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level to enhance cooperation for food security

improvement and poverty alleviation. The particijsg
focused particularly on the following three majbemes;
1) Facilitation of exchange of information and &tée
understanding of the comparative and compet
advantages of the region for improved food secugy
Identification of the economic, technical, sociahda
environmental opportunities and policy options resgl
for developing a conducive policy framework for il
economic cooperation and, 3) Support to stakehslfte
developing practical steps for the coordinationtlodir
policies to enhance regional economic cooperafidre

participants also discussed a regional policy wuark
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paper submitted by the FAO as
well as several country
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papers which explain the general of action for agricultural development ar
characteristics of the national agricultural the food security and poverty alleviatig
sector, the government strategies and plans efforts in the respective countries.

TOURISM: A PRIORITY SECTOR OF THE OIC PLAN OF ACTION

Within the framework of the Follow-up and and problems of tourism development
Implementation Mechanism of the OIC Plan those countries. The paper also propo
of Action to Strengthen Economic and certain means and modalities f
Commercial Cooperation among its Memberstrengthening cooperation among t
Countries, the Islamic Republic of Iran member countries in this important area
hosted in Tehran on 11-14 July 2005 theeconomic and social activity.

Fourth Experts Group Meeting on Tourism.

The Meeting was attended by representatived\fter a general debate on the role

of 22 OIC member countries, the OIC tourism in providing great potential fg
General Secretariat and its concerned organgconomic growth, job creation, social al
namely the SESRTCIC, IDB, IRCICA, cultural development and heritag
ICDT, IUT and ICCI. conservation, the participants adopted

Report of the Meeting and the Tehrgn

The SESRTCIC was represented at theDeclaration. Both documents include a §
Meeting by Mr. Nabil Dabour, Chief of of recommendations and commitments tf
Social Research Section. He presented aim at developing the tourism sector in t
major working paper entitled “International OIC member countries and stre
Tourism in the OIC Countries: Prospects particularly the need for promotin
and Challenges” in which he assesses theooperation among those countries §
performance and economic role of thetaking practical steps towards facilitatir
international tourism sector in the OIC customs and visa regulations with a view
countries and sheds light on some issuegnhancing intra-OIC tourism.

TOWARDS A BETTER STAND OF THE
OIC COUNTRIES AT THE WTO’S
NEGOTIATIONS ON TRADE FACILITATION

The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electror
organised in Jeddah on 27-28 SeptembeBusiness (UN/CEFACT), the Unite
2005 an experts group meeting on tradeNations Conference on Trade al
facilitation for the OIC countries. The Development (UNCTAD), the Uniteq
objective of the Meeting was to deliberate Nations Economic and Social Commissi
on various aspects of the WTO’s ongoingfor Western Asia (ESCWA), the Worl
negotiations on trade facilitation and discussBank, the World Customs Organisatid
the needs, priorities and costs of its(WCO), the World Trade Organisatio
implementation for the OIC member (WTO) and the Standing Committee fi
countries. The Meeting was attended byEconomic and Commercial Cooperation
delegations from 40 member countries, thethe OIC Countries (COMCEC). The Cent
Organisation for Economic Cooperation andwas represented thereat by Mr. Muii&in,
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Development (OECD), the United Nations Researcher.
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The participants  discussed eight element to achieve overall progress in the
presentations made by international WTO’s ongoing negotiations on trade
experts on specific issues pertaining to thefacilitation, and that technical assistantce
state of play in the trade facilitation and capacity building facilitieshould be
negotiations at the WTO, particularly provided to those countries even during the
those related to the technical aspects ofegotiations phase. They also agreed on|theg
Articles V, VIII and X of the GATT; the necessity for the said countries to adopt the
relevant technical assistance and capacitynternational standards on trade facilitatipn
building for the developing countries; and developed by the UNCTAD, UNECE and
the cost of the implementation of trade WCO and underlined the key role playg¢d
facilitation and its impact on the new by security in trade facilitation.
security environment. The participants
also had the opportunity to review the The participants equally underlined the
related experiences of Bangladesh,importance of risk assessment ahd
Malaysia, Mali, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia management in increasing the efficiency |of
and Turkey through presentations made bycustoms operations and urged the memjper
their representatives. countries to make use of the advanged
technologies and adequate trans
During the general debate, a specialinfrastructure for enhancing their trade.

trade facilitation. The  participants to enhance trade facilitation among the
emphasised that identifying the needs andcountries through the reduction of tari
priorities of the developing countries, rates of more products and the
including the OIC members, is an essentialestablishment of free trade zones.

LAUNCHING OF THE SESRTCIC E-LIBRARY

Immediately after its inception in June 1978, electronic system, “the Library Information
the Centre embarked on an ambitiousService Programme”, which comprises four
project of building up a specialised library databases: 1) the Library Databaséjch
that was initially conceived to cater for the currently stores 14,423 records of the
needs of its own researchers in terms oflibrary’'s content in terms of bookg,
reference material that would enable them toreference material, statistical sources,
undertake the numerous tasks assigned toeports and technical papers, 2) the
the Centre by the various OIC fora on thePeriodicals Databas&hich contains 306
basis of reliable and up-to-date information records of the periodicals received by the
and data. With the support of the memberlibrary through subscription, exchange
countries, whose relevant institutions are theagreements or on a complimentary basis] 3)
principal suppliers of the library, the latter the Articles Databasehich contains 3,955
quickly developed into a full-fledged records of material and articles on the OIC
specialised library that also functions as amember countries published in the
depository of the World Bank publications. periodicals received by the Centre; and|4)
the Documents Databasdiich contains th

Today, the SESRTCIC library boasts aintegral texts of the reports and technigal
multilingual (English, French and Arabic) papers/documents produced by the Centré.
collection of around 16,000 reference titles

dealing almost exclusively with socio- To share this rich collection of refereng¢e
economic issues. It is managed through armaterial with external users and remate

b
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researchers, the Centre has embarked on yDevelopment Bank, has recently be

S

another ambitious project of launching the completed and large segments of the abgve-

first electronic reference library within the mentioned  databases’  bibliographidal

OIC system. The initial technical phase of records can now be explored onlinevatw.
the project, largely financed by the Islamic library.sesrtcic.org.

OTHER NEWS

COMMUNITY OF THE SAHEL AND SAHARAN STATES

The Community of the Sahel and SaharanThe CEN-SAD was recognised as

a
States (CEN-SAD) was established inregional economic grouping at the

Tripoli, Libya, in 1998 at the Summit Thirty-sixth Ordinary Session of th

attended by Mali, Chad, Niger, Sudan andConference of Leaders and Heads of State

Burkina Faso. The CEN-SAD is currently and Government of the Organisation

made up of twenty-one members, all of African Unity, held in July 2000 in Lome),

of

which are African countries. Eighteen of Togo. It was also granted observer status in

those countries, namely Benin, Burkina the United Nations General Assembly

Faso, Chad, Cote d’'lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, virtue of the Assembly Resolution Ng.
The Gambia, Libya, Mali, Morocco, Niger, A/RES/56/92. The CEN-SAD hap

Dy

Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia,concluded partnership agreements with

Sudan, Togo and Tunisia, are also membersiumerous regional and international

of the OIC. The three non-OIC members organisations with the purpose
are the Central African Republic, Eritrea consolidating collective work in political
and Liberia. The CEN-SAD headquarters is cultural, economic and social fields.

in Tripoli.

CENTRE’S AGENDA FOR THE LAST QUARTER OF 2005

NOVEMBER

16-18 November 2005, Expert Group 23-25 November 2005, Seminar @n
Meeting on “Intra-regional Migration “Enhancing  Agricultural  Productivity

Statistics”, Beirut, Lebanon. Through On-Farm Water Use”, Beiru
Lebanon.
17-18 November 2005, International

Symposium on  “Industrial Property 28-29 November 2005, Twenty-eighth
Implementations in Turkey and the Meeting of the Board of Directorg,

Neighbouring Countries”, Ankara, Turkey. Istanbul, Turkey.

22-25 November 2005, Twenty-first
Session of the COMCEC, Istanbul, Turkey.

Df
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ANKARA CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

Latest Publications

InfoReport vol. 17 no: 62, 2005 (Arabic, Journal of Economic Cooperation Amorjg
English and French editions). Islamic Countries English, vol. 26 no: 3
2005.

WHAT’S NEW IN THE CENTRE LIBRARY

For a complete listing of the Library Acquisitiowisit our e-library at:
http://mww.library.sesrtcic.org

OIC MEMBER COUNTRY SOURCES
ALGERIA JORDAN

Office National des Statistiques. (2005). Department of StatisticEmployment and
L'Algérie en Quelques Chiffres, 2003 Unemployment Surveffebruary 2005.

Office  National des  Statistiques. Department of Statistics. Statistical
Collections Statistiqueso: 121, 2005. Yearbook2004.

Office National des Statistique®onnées KUWAIT

Statistiquesno: 421, 2005. )
Central Bank of KuwaitMonthly Monetary

AZERBAIJAN Statistics 26 (6) 2005.

State Statistical Committeézerbaijan in Central Bank of Kuwait. Quarterly
Figures,2005. Statistical Bulletin 31 (1) 2005.
BAHRAIN LEBANON

Bahrain Monetary Agency. Economic Banque du Liban.Monthly Bulletin no:
Indicators no: 7, 2005. 130, 2005.

Bahrain Monetary Agency. Quarterly  Banque du LibanQuarterly Bulletin no:
Statistical Bulletin 31 (1), 2005. 103, 2004.

GUYANA MALAYSIA

Bank of Guyana. Statistical Bulletin  Department of  Statistics. Monthly
March 2005. Statistical Bulletin July 2005.

Bank of Guyana. Banking System Department of  Statistics. Statistics
Statistical AbstractMay 2005. Handbook 2005.

IRAN MOROCCO

Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of BMCE Bank.Information Reviewno: 100,
Iran. Economic Trendsyo: 39, 2004/2005.  2005.
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Ministere de la Prévision Economique et dulstanbul Chamber of Commercelrice

Plan.Annuaire Statistique du Marp2004.

OMAN
Ministry of National Economy,
Information and Publication Center.

Monthly Statistical Bulletinl5 (10) 2004.
PAKISTAN

State Bank of PakistarExport Receipts
November 2004.

State Bank of Pakistaitatistical Bulletin
May 2005.

PALESTINE

Central Bureau of Statisticslerusalem:
Statistical Yearbogkno: 7, 2005.

Central Bureau of StatisticsStatistical
Abstract of Palestineno: 5, 2004.

QATAR

Qatar Central BankQuarterly Statistical
Bulletin, 24 (1) 2005.

SAUDI ARABIA

Ministry of Planning, Central Department
of Statistics.National Accounts of Saudi
Arabia, 2004.

Ministry of Planning, Central Department
of Statistics.Wholesale Price Indexno: 1,
2005.

SYRIA

Central Bank of SyriaQuarterly Bulletin
42 (1 & 2) 2004.

TURKEY

Banks Association of TurkeyBanks in
Turkey 2004.

Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey.
Quarterly Bulletin January-March 2005.

Indices August 2005.

Prime Ministry, State Planning
Organisation.Main Economic Indicators
July 2005.

WORLD BANK SOURCES

Agricultural growth for the poor: An
agenda for  development (2005).
(Directions in Development).

Connecting East Asia: A new framework
for infrastructure (2005).

East Asia decentralized: Making local
government work(2005).

Guislain, P. ...[et al.] (2005)Connecting
sub-Saharan Africa: A World Bank Group
strategy for information and
communication technology sector
developmen{World Bank Working Paper
no: 51).

Maimbo, S.M., Adams, R.H., Aggarwal, R.
and Passas, N. (2005Migrant labor
remittances in South AsiéDirections in
Development).

Narayan, D. [ed.]. (2005).Measuring
empowerment: Cross-disciplinary
perspectives

Preventing HIV/AIDS in the Middle East
and North Africa: A window of opportunit
to act (2005). (Orientations ir]
Development).

~

WORLD BANK POLICY RESEARCH
WORKING PAPERS (PRWP)

March-August 2005

PRWP; 3549 / Jamasb, T. ... [et al.] (Man].).
Electricity sector reform in developing
countries: A survey of empirical evidenge
on determinants and performance

PRWP; 3550 / Roe, T. ...[et al.]. (Mar.).
Feedback links between economywide and
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farm-level policies: With application to infrastructure and private investment in ti
irrigation water management in Morocco. Middle East and North Africa.

PRWP; 3565 / Limdo, N. and Olarreaga, PRWP; 3668 / Verner, D. and Verner, N
M. (Apr.). Trade preferences to small (Jul.). Economic impacts of profession

developing countries and the welfare coststraining in the informal sector: The case
of lost multilateral liberalization. the labor force training program in Cot
d'lvoire.

PRWP; 3570 / Claessens, S. (Apt.aking

stock of risk management techniques forpr\wp:- 3671 / Go. D.S. ...[et al]. (Aug.).

sovereigns. An analysis of South Africa's value add
tax

PRWP; 3571 / Milanovic, B. and Squire, L.

(Apr.). Does tariff liberalization increase

. . L :
wage inequality? Some empirical evidence. Public debt in developing countries: H3

_ 2
PRWP: 3586 / Kellermann, T. and the market-based model worked*

McNevin, V. (May). Capital markets and
e-fraud: Policy note and concept paper for
future study.

PRWP; 3676 / Hoekman, B. and Wintel

Stylized facts and research findings.
PRWP; 3590 / Maskus, K.E., Otsuki, T.

compliance with product standards for (Aug.). The marginal cost of public fund
firms in developing countries: An in Africa.
econometric study.

PRWP; 3682 / Essama-Nssah, B. (Aug.).

PRWP; 3597 / Arnold, J.M. and Javorcik, The poverty and distributional impact (
B.S. (May). Gifted kids or pushy parents? macroeconomic shocks and policies:
Foreign acquisitions and plant review of modelling approaches.
performance in Indonesia.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
PRWP; 3614 / Baracat, E. And Nogués, J.J. AND OTHER SOURCES
(May). World Trade Organization

safeguards and trade liberalization: Food and Agriculture Organisation of ti
Lessons from the Argentina footwear case. (jpited Nations. (2005). FAO Trade

) Yearbookvol. 57, 2003. Rome: FAO.
PRWP; 3625 / Ravallion, M. (Jun.).
Evaluating anti-poverty programs

Direction of Trade Statistics: Quarterly

PRWP; 3638 / Martinez, J. De L. (Jun.). June

Workers' remittances to developing
countries: A survey with central banks on
selected public policy issues. . . i -
International Financial Statistics: Monthly|
PRWP; 3639 / Love, I. (Junffinances of September.
Egyptian listed firms. . _
United Nations Development Programn
PRWP; 3661 / Agénor, P.R., Nabli, M.K. (2005).Human Development Repoilew
and Yousef, T.M. (Jul). Public York: Oxford University Press.

PRWP; 3674 / Gill, I. and Pinto, B. (Aug.).

L.A. (Aug.). Trade and employment

International Monetary Fund. (2005).

International Monetary Fund. (2005).
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United Nations. (2004)National Accounts World Tourism Organization. (2005].
Statistics: Main Aggregates and Detailed Tourism Market Trends: Middle East,
Tables, 2002-200New York: UN. 2004 Madrid: WTO.

United Nations. (2005Monthly Bulletin of World Tourism Organization. (2005].
Statistics July. Compendium of Tourism Statistics: Data
1999-2003 Madrid: WTO.
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